/iorm No. 10-300 REV, (9/77) .

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .

'NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

- BINAME
; . HISTORIC - ' o . ol
i B COVERED BRIDGES .OF INDIANA COUNTY  /i&eisiis. Ltihcto
} AND/OR COMMON , A -
. [PJLOCATION
It  STREET & NUMBER
; ; A ) _-_NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
: — VICINITY OF 12
P STATE -CODE COUNTY CODE
| Pennsylvania - 42 Indiana 063
| " =
| [ICLASSIFICATION -
i CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS _ ‘PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT X_pusLic —OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE  _MUSEUM
j —BUILDING(S) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED, —COMMERCIAL  __PARK
§ __STRUCTURE —BOTH _ —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
" _SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  __RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT . ._.SCIENTIFIC
x thematic _ geing consipenen X_YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL X TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILUTARY | _OTHER: .
E¥OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME '
Indiana County c¢/o County Commissioners
STREET & NUMBER.
Indiana County Courthous Philadelphia Street
-CITY, TOWN STATE
___Indiana —_ VieiNiTY oF Pennsylvania
! JEILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION «
! ’ COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDSETC. . TIndiana County Courthouse
: STREET & NUMBER A .
Philadelphia Street
‘* CITY, TOWN STQTE
: ___Indiana Pennsylvania
. [IREPRE SENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS ‘
j' TITLE
{ Penngylvania Historical & Museum Comm1531on, Pa. Inventorj of Historic
g DATE Places

_FEDERAL X STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

Pebruary 1979

DEPOSITORY FOR ’
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commis&ion

SURYEY RECORDS
CITY. TOWN STATE
4 Harrisburg Pennsylvania



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED . _UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
"~ X6o0D —RUINS © Xavteres _MOVED  DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Western Pennsylvania County of Indiana up until a few years ago had
six covered bridges, today only four of them remain. All four are owned
by the County and well maintained. Three of the four bridges have Town
trussing systems the other has a Howe trussing system..- Of the four, the
three Town truss bridges are the shortest; 35 feet, 41 feet, and 52 feet.
The Howe truss bridge is 62 feet. The bridges span feeder creeks in the
Ohio Watershed area, Plum Creek and Crooked Creek. All four bridges are
identical in styling with vertical slding, gable roof and open window
area at roof line. ' The Kintersburg Bridge (Howe truss) has linear laid
floor boards, the other three has width Iaid floor boards.

Bridge Invenforv'i“'

Name: Trusal Covered Bridge
(38-32-03) = " - '

Stream: Plum Creek

Truss Type: Town - .

Year: 1870 . A W

End Post to End Post Length: 35' -

Location: TH06, Washifigton Township -

!/J A,LQ.JZ/t Artts

- Name: Harmon's Covered. Bridge - ' Y
- (38-32-04) * - - & : : bdlﬁﬁut' -
Stredm# Pluni Cfeek - .-

Truss Type: Town .- 2

Year: 1910 - 0"
End Post Length: 41' -
Location: TH%S,Vwashington Township

Name: Kintersburg Covered Bridge ﬁ&ngm@iﬁb@%““"'
- (38-32-05%5) ‘ ’

Stream: Crooked Creek . '

Truss Type: Howe .-~

Year: 1877 : 0%

End Post Length: 62!
Location: T612, Rayne Township

Name:. Thomas Covered Bridge

(38-32-06) - - T
Stream: Crooked Creek . Qh}&hﬁ$&
Truss type: Town - Oﬁ o
Year: 1879 o
End Post Length: 52!

Location: Thlkh, Armstrong Township
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The use of covered bridges was an important developmental stage in the

history of transportation in Pennsylvania.

The necessity of crossing

numerous streams and rivers in ‘the transportation of goods and people
created a need for a cheap and reliable type of bridge.
bridge filled this need as aptly shown by the estimated number o%

covered bridges Pennsylvania once had, over 1,500.

The timber

These wooden

spans played an important part in the transportation system of the

state.

of the covered bridge in existance.

Pennsylvania is fortunate in having many excellent examples

As the demand for the covered bridge increased the many different

types and styles of trussing systems were developed.

The use 'of some

such as the Burr arch, Kingpost and Queenpost systems became very -
Other types, the Town, Howe, and Stringer

popular in Pennsylvania.
were not as commonly used.

The four covered bridges of Indiana

County are examples of these rarer types and form a type of isolated.-
colony in an area more noted for its Burr arch bridges.

Three of the Indiana bridges employ the Town type truss.
system was designed and patented by Ithill Town in 1820.
only 20 examples (including 3 in Indiana County) of this trussing

type remain in Pennsylvanla

The Howe truss is even rarer in Pennsylvanla.
by William Howe, in 1840.

. bridges remain in Pennsylvania.

(Covered Bridges)

e
This trussing
As of 1972 ...

- P

This system was designed
As of 1972, only four Howe truss covered

" The Covered Bridges of Indiana County are fine examples of a type of
bridge which played an important part in the development of transportation

systems in Pennsylvania.:

make them a valuable Pennsylvania resource.

Thelr unusual trussing systems for Pennsylvania,
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The covered bridge is an important and significant historic structure

in the Commonwealth of Pa. ©Not only does Pa. have the most extant
covered bridges today, it probably had the most during the height of
the covered bridge period 1830 to 1875. Estimates have been made
that Pa. once had at least 1500 covered bridges. (Allen, 1959: 51).
Not only is the sheer number important but Pa. had the first known
U.S. covered bridge, as well as the prototypes for most of the major
truss types.

The first US covered bridge was located in Philadelphia over the
Schuylkill, built in 1800 by Timothy Palmer, a master carpenter

from Newburyport, Massachusetts. From the completion of this first
bridge, the age of the covered bridge was upon Pa. Not only was the
truss types of Burr and others first tried out in Pa. but the covered
bridge spread as the local carpenter adapted it to the local problem
of crossing the numerous small streams and creeks throughout Pa. The
covered bridge is also important in the history of bridge building.
The early stone arch bridges were really only practical on smaller
streams and then in areas with an abundance of good building stone.
The peak of the stone bridge is Pa. can be seen in the Rockville
Bridge over the Susquehanna River built by the Pa. Railroad and
contains a quarter of a million tons. of stone. The covered bridge
was the transition from:the stone to the cast-iron in most places.

Since the heyday of the covered bridge they have been rapidly dis-
appearing through neglect, flood, arson and progress. Prior to the
Agnes Flood of 1972, Pa. had 271 covered bridges, spread across 41

of its 67 counties. Since that time the number has been decreasing

at a fast rate. Because of their importance, the state level National
Register Review Committee as well as the Office of Historic Preservation
have embarked on a covered bridge survey and registration project. A
survey form and inquiry letter were developed and mailed to county
bridge engineers, historical societies, members of the Society of
Industrial Archaeologists, the Theodore Burr Covered Bridge Socliety

and numerous others. To date we have information on approx. 3/4 of

the 41 counties containing covered bridges. Our results to date show
that the number of covered bridges is down about a third from the 1972
figure of 271. Just since beginning our survey, two bridges have been
destroyed by arson and one by an overloaded truck. It is because of >
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this rapid disappearance rate, as well as their significance to Pa.

in the history of transportation that we intend to nominate as many

as possible to the National Register of Historic Places. Because

of time and the immensity of the task a thematic nomination covering

the whole state is impossible. We are therefore nominating these
structures on a county or two county basis. All bridges constructed
after 1930 have been excluded unless the bridge has a significance

of its own. Bridge construction dates and builders are not always
readily available, therefore after exhasting the files of the bridge
engineers, historical societies and the archives, we have been

lenient with the bridges for which we could find no dates, mainly

on the view that very few have been built in the last 50 years and

that the registration of all of these fast disappearing resource

is valuable. Moved structures have been included in our nominations

for several reasons; firstly in all cases if these structures had not
been moved they would have been destroyed, secondly they still retain
their significance as examples of trussing types and while they have ¢
lost their location they still retain an integrity of location in a ;
rural setting. Therefore we have tended to nominate every eligible
covered bridge in each county.

P ~.



EAMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES o

Wilson, Raymond E. "Iwenty Different Ways to Build a Covered Bridge.'
Technology Review, May 1971, p. 125-131.

Shank, William H., Historic Bridges of Pennsylvanila, Buchart-Horn
1966. p. 3-16. ’

Allen, Richard Sanders. Covered Bridges of the Middle Atlantic States.
Battleboro, Vermont Stephen Greene Press, 1959, p. 73-79.

.GE OGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY b
QUADRANGL E NAME Clymer and Ernest QUADRANGLE SCALE 1l: 2""1 000

uUT™ REFERENCES.—» W— e e P e
LY N rl Ao by ) sl | UL, Loy I Lo L]

ZONE EASTING NQRTHING X . ZONE ' EASTING NORTHING

cl 4 Ly oLl ||:| D[uJ’||l||J|llal||]
]f"lonl'uliinll.Fl1||l||1||[||1||1J
[ ] B R I J O P TS

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCFIIPTION

r. he T s

(S ee Contlnuatlon Sheet)
TIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ! CODE’ COUNTY . .- CODE ""'\
STATE ' ’ CODE COUNTY CODE
[Y1FORM PREPARED BY - o
NAME/TITLE : ‘ ~ . o -
Susan M. Zacher , i
ORGANIZATION DATE "
Pennsylvania Hlstorical & Museum Commission
STREET & NUMBER . A TELEPHONE L
Box 1026 . _ noirrey o ) PL7=787-4363 . . .
CITY OR TOWN : R N : . STATE .
Harrisburg o xTs it rond el Pennsylvapda. s

PHSTATE HISTOBIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

A THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATEIS:
NATIONAL . STATE____ LOCAL X __

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the: Nathnal Hijstoric-Preservation Act,of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Natlonal Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the’

~ criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. )
' STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION.QFFICER SIGNATURE N
ED WEINTRAUB, Director
Offi P

TITLE

GPO 021-803



