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Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the
property on one or more continuation sheets.):
The Embassy Theatre on South Main Street in downtown Lewistown is a 1927
motion picture/vaudeville theatre, and is an excellent surviving example of
theatre architecture of the 19201 s. The basic design of the theatre is the
Single Balcony Type.' The walls of the building were from an 1916 structure
known as the National Theatre Building, which was commercial Italianate in
style, with limited fenestration. In April of 1927, this building was gutted
to the four exterior walls, and completely rebuilt as the Embassy Theatre,
which opened on October 17, 1927. The side and rear walls of the original
building remain, however, a new brick facade was veneered over the front
wall. The architecture of the Embassy embodies the Georgian Revival style
with eclectic period influences. The front facade is Georgian Revival style.
The interior is a combination of Classical Revival and Italianate. The
building is as tall as a two story building, rectangular in shape, with a
notched corner. The main auditorium is open from ground level to the
underside of the roof. It has changed little since its construction in 1927,
and retains integrity despite a decade of neglect and non-use. The Embassy
retains almost all of its 1927 architectural details. Although the front
facade is imposing, the building is rather average in size and scale as
compared to the buildings around it.
The Embassy Theatre is located at 6 South Main Street, in the heart of
Lewistown's Central Business District, at the rear of the southwest corner of
"Monument Square," at the intersection of Market and Main Streets. The
square is the figurative center of Lewistown, and the physical center of the
Central Business District (CBD). The Theatre was located handy to period
electric trolley, steam railroad and busses,
forms of mass transportation
none of which operate in Mifflin County today.
--

Since closing in 1981, some details have been damaged beyond repair due to
dampness and failure of the roof covering. The current owner of the theatre,
Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Inc., intends to restore the theatre to its
1927 appearance. Damaged and missing features will be replicated.
The front facade (east wall) of the Embassy Theatre is Georgian Revival, and
is characterized by a series of formal eclectic influences of the period.
The arrangement of windows, doors, and architectural details is symmetrical.
The front is of deep red brick. Concrete pilasters, entablature, belt course,
and lintels adorn the front. The concrete features begin at a belt course ,
about 10 to 12 feet above grade. Setting on top the belt course are ten
pilasters, eight of which are fluted. The third pilaster in from each end is
about twice as wide as the others and is not fluted. Near the top of the
facade, an entablature runs corner to corner. The wider pilasters continue on
top of the entablature. The facade elements are very similar to Doric order.
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An elaborate marquee extends over the entrance to the theatre. The marquee
roof is rectangular, 33' 6" by 10' 6" overall. The marquee panels vary
between 3' and 5' in height, and are supported by four heavy gauge steel "I"
beams cantilevered into the interior balcony steel framing. The original
ceiling was wood painted white. Light bars of individual bulbs, typical of
marquee design, were placed around the perimeter of the ceiling, and at
intervals running front to back. The marquee panels were sheet metal,
painted in many colors, and incorporated over 1,000 lights that were animated
in chase lights and sunbursts. The front panel consisted of the word
"EMBASSY" in large raised letters lit by bulbs.2
The front entrance consists of four sets of two doors, two sets on either
side of the box office. The original doors were oak-veneer, stained walnut
in color. Each door contains three glass panels. The top panels are adorned
with silver-leaf pin striping and painted backgrounds. The top left panel in
each set of doors contains a large fancy letter "E" in the pin striping. The
middle panels incorporate hinged glass panels on the back, allowing them to
be used as advertisement cases. The bottom panels are also colored.3
The box office is constructed of varnished walnut, with turned, carved, and
cast-on adornments. The office is octagonal in shape. The enclosure contains
recessed panels top and bottom. Some of the upper panels are filled with
glass. The front glass contains a speaker hole with screen and an opening at
the bottom for exchange of money and tickets. The shelf of the front is made
of rose marble with a coin cup ground into the top surface. Walnut display
cases flank each side of the box office, and included (removed) fancy
castings in the corners of the case doors. The styling of the decorations on
the box office is Egyptian Revival. There is a shelf ledge approximately
thirty inches from the bottom. Miniature fluted columns rest on the ledge,
covering the corners between the glass panes. The columns are topped with a
leaf capital. The columns support an entablature. The architrave consists of
a band of walnut with "smile-like" indents. The frieze contains adornments of
a lion with wings and a falcon's head, similar to a griffin, carrying bands
of intertwining foliage and flowers. These border shields are centered on
each face. The cornice consists of a dentil strip under the top moulding.
The entablature on the exterior carries onto the flanking display cases.
Originally, there were four walnut advertisement cases between the doors
and corners of the building. They were fashioned after similar cases on
the Roxy Theatre, New York City.4 These were later replaced with modern
aluminum cases (date unknown, but prior to 1949).
There are seven casement windows on the mezzanine level (second floor). Each
window consists of a transom over two operating sash. Five of the windows
have pediments on top. The second window from each end has flat hood
moulding, topped with a cast stone bracketed cornice. The windows are painted
white. There are three single-sash casement windows on the third level. Two
open from the projection room. The remaining window is in the auditorium.
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The side (north and south) and back (west) walls are of brick construction,
three courses thick, with a hodgepodge of different red colored bricks. Along
the second story level, bricked-up windows are evident. These windows have
curved double soldier-course lintels, and are supporting evidence that the
shell of the building pre-dates the Embassy Theatre. The top eight feet or so
of each wall is of a different brick composition, indicating the height of
the building was increased when the Embassy was constructed. The side and
rear walls are capped with terra-cotta capping. There are nine sets of fire
exit doors on the side and rear walls, all faced with plywood and painted
red.
The north wall originally faced a dead-end pedestrian alley between the
Embassy and the National (later renamed Taft) Hotel. The hotel was gutted by
fire in 1970, and was demolished shortly thereafter. The vacant lot where the
hotel was located is a separate parcel of land associated with the theatre
by common deed. There are three grilles near the top of the wall, which were
for the original ventilation system. A smaller grille is centered of the
wall. There are two small round arched double hung windows and a rectangular
double hung window opening into the restrooms. There are three sets of fire
exit doors on this wall.
The northwest corner of the building is notched around another building,
known as the Laskaris Building (historically the "Elder property"), at 6 West
Market Street. Although the two buildings are in physical contact with each
other, they are separate and distinct buildings, and there is no interior
connection between the two. At the rear corner of this notch is a fire exit
and three foot easement for egress of patrons.
The south wall is along the edge of a public alley. This wall also contains a
set of ventilator grilles, two windows, and three fire exit doors. The front
and middle sets of doors are raised panel on the inside, and appear to be
original fire exit doors.
The west wall is the rear of the building, set back from the property line
three feet, as an egress easement in common with the Laskaris property. There
are two original sets of doors from the stage on this wall. The center of the
wall contained a projecting wooden structure, which was known as the "Horn
Room." This small enclosure housed the speaker horns behind the screen, and
was installed in December of 1928 when sound equipment was installed. The
room was removed in 1991 due to advanced deterioration.
The roof is constructed of wooden curved trusses (setting on steel I-beams),
wooden rafters, and sheathing. The covering is a hot-tar roof. All four walls
form parapets along the entire edge of the roof, hiding it from view from
street level. The roof shape is best described like "an elephant's back." The
high point of the roof is forward of the center of the building.
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The interior of the theatre is eclectic in many styles, including Classical
Revival and Italian Renaissance Revival. It is an excellent example of
theatre decor and styling of the 19201 s. The layout of the building is
typical of the period, and consists of four principal components: the foyer
and inner lobby, the mezzanine, the auditorium and balcony, and the orchestra
pit and stage.(See drawings in Floor Plans section for exact layout.) The
Embassy incorporated the latest stylistic features including indirect
lighting and a standing rail. The interior consists of mostly plaster, wood
trim of walnut or other wood stained walnut color, and marble. Paint schemes
were in shades of cream gray tinted red and yellow, highlighted with red,
green, and gold. Later redecorating included painting over of varnished
woodwork and simplifying complex paint schemes. Total seating capacity was
682, including 446 on the main level, and 236 on the balcony, including 70
loge seats.
The foyer walls are rose travelle marble, imported from France. The floor is
terrazzo with a black and green border. The interior doors are full-panel
glass and wood doors. They are located in a direct line behind the front
doors. The ceiling is vaulted and divided into three panels, each separated
by a rinceau band. Rinceau bands bracket the panels at the room ends as well.
Each panel consists of a decorative plaster border and a rosette centered in
the panel. The original light fixtures are missing.
The end walls of the foyer contain doors with full glass mirrors. These doors
open into rooms under the grand staircases. The room to the north was
originally a cloak room, the south room contains electrical panels. Circa
1940, the northernmost set of entry doors were sealed shut and a candy
counter was placed in this end of the foyer. The mirrored door to the
cloakroom was removed and no longer exists. A valance was built over the
counter, hiding part of the ceiling.
The inner lobby contains two grand staircases to the mezzanine level and two
sets of fire exit doors. The south end fire doors have an entablature-like
hood moulding on top, the north doors do not. The men's restroom is located
at the north end of the inner lobby. The standing rail separating the inner
lobby and the rows of seats was a new feature of theatres in the 1920's. The
rail was intended to reduce blasts of air and noise of people entering the
theatre. There are three entrance aisles to the main floor in the standing
rail, one at each end and one in the middle. The standing rail's overall
height is about eight feet. The base of the rail is constructed of walnutcolored wood, and is four feet high. The inner lobby side of the base
includes recessed panels, while the auditorium side is made of vertical
wainscoting. The top of the rail is made of re-curved glass panels supported
by vertical posts, which are fluted and topped with a capital and a finial.
The grand staircases are open on the auditorium side, with a rail and
balusters. The stairs are made of oak. Carpet runners were on the stairs.
The main auditorium has a bowl shape concrete floor on grade and a tiered
balcony that slopes toward the stage. There is a large rectangular ceiling
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dome in the main ceiling, which includes hidden cove lighting and an oval
rosette. The stage is on the west end of the room, opposite the inner lobby
and foyer. The opening is bordered by a rectangular proscenium arch 28 feet
wide by 20 feet high. To either side of the proscenium are plaster pilasters,
arches, and decorative plaster. The grouping consists of four fluted
pilasters, with Ionic capitals, supporting an entablature, which in turn
supports three arches in an arcade, at balcony height. The arches are filled
with diamond lattice plaster grille, which are the openings into the organ
chests on both sides and one of the ventilator rooms (south side only). The
middle arch contains a metal ventilation grill below the diamond grille, and
the third arch contains a rinceau. A cornice divides the walls and proscenium
from the ceiling. A fire exit alcove is located between the first and second
pilaster. The south exit also contains the bottom of a staircase from the
balcony. A niche is located between the second and third pilasters. Just
past the last pilaster, the auditorium widens under the balcony. There are
fire exit doors in alcoves on each side. Wall decorations consist of wood
mouldings framing plaster panels.
Directly in front of the standing rail are four columns, with Doric capitals,
and are painted to look like gold-colored marble. There are three round domes
in the ceiling under the balcony, which incorporate hidden cove lighting.
The stage is rather small, as it was not designed to accommodate large
theatrical productions. Non-movie performances were limited to small
concerts, amateur talent shows, and travelling vaudeville era entertainers.
The stage floor is three feet above the main floor of the theatre. The stage
itself is 12 feet deep by 28 feet wide at the proscenium arch. There are
small wings on each end. The only lights were a row of footlights. The walls
of the stage are plain white plaster. The horn room was located in the
center rear wall of the stage. A wooden 1950's vintage Cinemascope screen
frame sets on the stage.
A small orchestra pit was located directly in front of the stage. The width
was twenty-two feet. The rear wall was set back under the stage floor two
feet, and was plastered. The front of the pit was curved to match the curve
A low railing enclosed the pit from the aisle in front of the
of the seats.
seats. This rail was made of walnut, and included turned balusters. A large
Kimball organ, which was sold in recent years, once stood in the pit, . A
wooden floor was erected over the pit in the 1960's. The front of the stage
was brought out, and the footlights were removed. Parts of the pit railing
have been found under the stage. In early 1994, the stage floor was
dismantled to allow reconstruction, for the beams underneath are rotting due
to dampness.
The mezzanine is located over the foyer and under the upper part of the
balcony. A staircase rises from the center of this level to the balcony
cross-over. The manager's office, usher's closet and ladies lounge are on
this level.
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There are three rows of seats at the front of the balcony. This area is known
as the loge, and historically it cost a dime extra to sit in this area. There
are four short stairs accessing the loge from the cross-over. Two are along
the side walls of the theatre and continue past the loge seats to the end of
the organ chests, where there are staircases for fire exit. The front of the
balcony is a low wall with a brass handrail.
To the upper side of the cross-over are the two balcony seating areas.
Another iron-pipe rail is mounted on the front of the first row above the
cross-over. A single stairway ascends through each of the two balcony
sections.
The projection room sits on the upper balcony, roughly dividing it in half.
The staircase from the mezzanine is directly under the room. There are two
square columns in front of the projector room. There are seven openings in
the front wall of the room. The door of the room enters from a balcony level
on the north side. A rewind room and a restroom are along the east end of the
room. The inside of the projection room is finished with concrete for
fireproofing. The room contains vintage equipment, providing information on
period theatre technology.
The original seats were wooden back with deep red plush velvet backs and red
Spanish Moroccan leather seats in the main floor and balcony, and upholstered
tapestry/leather in the loge. The carpeting throughout the theatre was the
finest Wilton Carpets. The color was deep red highlighted with gold diamond
and flower patterns. The seats and carpet were replaced in the 1950's. A few
surviving seat backs, cushions, and carpet remnants have been found in the
theatre.
Since closure, some plaster damage has occurred, due to roof deterioration.
Luckily, very little of the decorative plaster was damaged; most of the
plaster damage is confined to non-decorative plaster. All of the exterior
doors and many of the interior doors are damaged from moisture, some beyond
repair. Mechanical, electrical, and all other systems are antiquated and worn
out.
The Embassy Theatre is an outstanding surviving example of a small town
theatre that embodied the stylistic and eclectic features found in metropolitan theatres. Almost all of the essential architectural characteristics
comprising the integrity of the building are present. Although not colossal
in scale, the theatre achieves the "romantic and fantastic spirit of the
theatre"5 typical of the larger Broadway style picture palaces of the late
1920's. The features both outside and inside all contribute to a sense of
elegance and grandeur that is uncommon in modern movie houses.
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Sexton, R. W. and B. F. Betts, Associate Editors, American Theatres of
Today. New York, Architectural Book Publishing Co., Inc. 1927. Vol. I,
pg. 4.
2

The marquee panels and roof were removed in 1991 due to advanced
deterioration, but current design plans call for their complete
replication/restoration.
The original doors were damaged beyond salvage, and have been replicated in
solid oak.
Article, "Embassy Theatre Contains Beauty Plus Comforts." Lewistown
Sentinel, October 15, 1927, page 13 (Front page of special supplement).
Sexton, op. cit.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the
criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)
_X_ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history
B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.
_X_ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.
D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information
important in prehistory or history.
XU in all the boxes that apply.)

Criteria Considerations (Mark
A
B
C
D
E
F
G

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
removed from its original location.
a birthplace or a grave.
a cemetery.
a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.
less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the
past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Entertainment / Recreation
Architecture
Period of Significance: 1927

-

1948

Significant Dates: 1927
Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above): N/A
Cultural Affiliation: N/A
Architect/Builder:
Architect: Hill, Albert Douglas, Hodgens
Builder: Haverstick-Borthwick Co.

Hill.
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Narrative Statement of Significance: (Explain the significance of the
property on one or more continuation sheets.)
The Embassy Theatre, built in 1927, is significant under criterion "A" for
n County and
entertainment/ recreational significance to the history of Miffli
under criterion "C" as an outstanding surviving example of a Georgian Revival
motion picture/vaudeville theatre of the "golden era" of movie palaces of the
19201 s. The Embassy's design was inspired by contemporary theatres in New
York City, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and Chicago. This theatre constitutes an
example of metropolitan theatre architecture in a small town setting. The
Embassy was one of three theatres operating in Lewistown during its period of
significance from 1927 to 1948, and in comparison was high in both its
architecture and entertainment significance. The Embassy was the cultural
center of the community for many years, bringing the finest in films, stage
acts, film stars, bands, and local talent to the residents of Mifflin County.
The theatre was built for Harold and Hyman Cohen, and operated by them
through its period of significance. It was designed by Albert Douglas Hill, a
partner in the successful firm of Hodgens and Hill of Philadelphia. Hill was
a noted theatre architect, but not famous like so many others. In the 2volume reference American Theatres of Today, (Sexton, R. W. ed. 1927, 1930),
in volume 2, there is a lengthy article on proper theatre design and a
checklist of theatre construction, both authored by Hill. The Embassy is a
strong surviving example of his work. The architect incorporated many
eclectic elements in a design that was at once fantastic and romantic, yet
maintained a feeling of intimacy within the confines of the auditorium.
During the 19201 s, entertainment venues began to change, as movies were
becoming the dominant form of mass entertainment. Whereas the two other
theatres operating in this time began life as nickelodeon/vaudeville houses,
the Embassy was the first theatre in the county designed primarily for the
showing of motion pictures.It was also the first local theatre to install
permanent equipment for showing sound films.
The Embassy Theatre was built by Harold D. Cohen with his father Hyman J.
Cohen as partner, on the SW corner of the square, known historically as the
National Hotel Corner. The hotel was built circa 1842, and fronted on Market
Street. Hyman Cohen purchased the property in 1915, and remodeled the hotel.
To the rear of the hotel were old stables and a barn used by hotel guests.
With the advent of the automobile, these fell into disrepair. In 1916, Hyman
tore the stables down and built the National Theatre Building, a two-story
solid brick building on a sandstone foundation. An early panoramic photograph
of the corner shows that the building was commercial Italianate style with
limited fenestration. It contained apartments on the second floor and a
silent movie and vaudeville theatre on the first floor. The second floor
windows were curved on top. Ten years later, the Cohens decided to rebuild
the theatre. Exactly what prompted the Cohens is speculative at best. There
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were three other theatres operating in Lewistown in the mid 1920 1 s. One was
the Temple Theatre, formerly the Temple Opera House, located across the
Street at 2 East Market St. This was originally a vaudeville theatre that was
converted to a movie house. This theatre closed at the end of 1925. The other
two, the Pastime, at 26 East Market St., and the Rialto, at 7/9 East Market,
were extensively remodelled and enlarged in 1925 and 1922-23 respectively.'
900, and the Pastime
Following the enlargements, the Rialto seated 800
seated about 600. The National seated only 425. When completed, the Embassy
would seat 682, right in line with the others.
-

The Cohens desire to bring a taste of Broadway to Lewistown.2 The National,
Pastime, and Rialto were built during earlier eras, and therefore reflected
the more vernacular theatre architecture of the late teens and early 20 1 s.
Even though the latter two were remodelled in the 1920 1 s, their architectural
styles remained closer to the earlier styles. But during this time, in
metropolitan areas, theatre design was evolving into what would be realized
the Broadway picture
to the fullest in the grandest theatres ever built
palaces. At this higher plateau of design, theatres were meant to be the
attraction, where ordinary citizens would come to escape into a world of
luxurious surroundings, settings previously reserved for the wealthy. And to
Hyman and son Harold, this idea became a reality when they opened the Embassy
Theatre in 1927. Here, in a scale model, so to speak, were the very latest
indirect cove lighting, ornate walnut box office,
features of theatres
grand galleries, Greek inspired statuary, a spectacular marquee, ornamental
plasterwork, a standing rail, plush velvet seats, velour curtains, and many
n
other features. The Embassy was the pinnacle of theatre design in Miffli
County, and within its ornate interior, the citizens of the area found
enrichment in the golden age of the motion picture palace.
--

--

The Embassy was designed by noted theatre architect Albert Douglas Hill, of
Hodgens and Hill in Philadelphia. Harold Cohen said that he learned of Hill
from a friend and fellow theatre owner in nearby State College.3 It is also
possible that Harold learned of Hill through business friend (and rival) Ike
Berney, owner of the Pastime Theatre, as it was Hodgens and Hill who did the
remodelling plans for that theatre in 1925.4 The Embassy's design embodied
the romantic and fantastic spirit of the big city theatres. Harold Cohen
remarked that he visited famous theatres in New York City, Philadelphia,
Pittsburgh, Chicago, and other eastern cities. While at these theatres, he
took notes and sketched architectural details, which in turn he gave to his
architect, who incorporated many of these ideas into the design5. Many
details were copied from or inspired by the Roxy Theatre in New York City.6
Construction began in April of 1927, when the National Theatre building was
gutted to the four exterior walls. Haverstick-Borthwick company of
Philadelphia was contracted to build the theatre. Why they decided to use the
four walls of the National is not known. However, it should be pointed out
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that the existing building already utilized the maximum space available on
the lot. Also, since the building was only ten years old, it may have been
found that the walls were solid enough to re-use, thereby cutting
construction costs.
The Embassy Theatre was opened to the public on October 17, 1927 to a huge
crowd of patrons. Two shows that night were not enough to handle all those
who showed up. Billed as Lewistown's finest and most luxurious theatre, the
Embassy became the icon of culture in Lewistown. Its opening was featured in
a special seven page supplement to the local daily newspaper, the Lewistown
Sentinel. Article after article described the theatre in minute detail,
featuring the decor, organ, heating plant, and intended uses for the theatre.
Feature articles on Hyman and Harold Cohen, along with an article on Lester
T. Haldeman, superintendent of construction, were printed in this section. No
other Lewistown theatre inspired so much fanfare at its opening. The Embassy,
from the front facade to the interior, was designed to convey the "Broadway
picture palace" experience, as noted in dedication remarks.
To the People of Lewistown and to their children and to their
children's children: to the stranger who might sojourn within its
gates either on business or pleasure bent; to all those who in the
future years add their achievements to the modern era of genius;
does the management of The Embassy Theatre dedicate this beautiful
temple of the play. That they may drink of its innocent pleasures,
that they may wrap themselves in the soft cloak of the arts and
revel in decent recreation against the humdrum routine of mundane
that they may find surcease from the
existence,
responsibilities of modern metropolitan life, --that they may
enjoy the harmonious tones of beautiful music,--to them and for
this purpose is this theatre dedicated.7
--

The Embassy was featured in a two volume set of books, "American Theatres of
Today," depicting its design as an excellent example of a small modern
theatre arranged for motion pictures.8
Nationally, popular venues of entertainment were changing. Although
vaudeville was still around, it was losing popularity, while movies were
increasingly popular. The Embassy reflected this change, in that it was
designed primarily for the showing of movies. The shallow stage was more a
setting for the screen than live performances, although small concerts,
amateur shows, and famous stars would appear there occasionally. Cinematic
programs included a newsreel, a cartoon, a serial, and the feature film. And
when sound pictures arrived in the late 1920's, these so overtook the
public's fascination that the silent film was all but dead by 1930. On
December 31, 1928, at 12:01 a.m., the Embassy, and at the same instant the
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Rialto, debuted "talkies." However, the Embassy was using permanently
installed Vitaphone-Movietone sound equipment, while the Rialto was using
portable RCA Photophone equipment. The Pastime debuted talkies the next
morning, again with temporary RCA equipment. It would be a couple months
before these theatres installed permanent equipment.
Lewistown was alive with cultural entertainment in the 1920's and 30 1 s, as
the three theatres were in fierce competition, each one trying to outdo the
other. Ultimately, each of the theatre found a niche market to target. Due to
the small market, none of the local theatres were part of the studio
circuits, but were owned locally. Individual theatres contracted for movies
from the various studios. During the period 1927 to 1948, the Embassy showed
films from First National Pictures, 20th Century Fox, Warner Bros., RKO
Radio, Disney, and Universal (until 1942). The Rialto showed Paramount, MGM,
and after 1942, Universal films. The Pastime originally showed better films,
but during the Great Depression became the home of second-run movies and
lesser studio fare, particularly "Republic" westerns and serials, and was
affectionately called the "Shoot-N-Juke," "Bucket-of-Blood," "Roxy," or the
"Bang-Bang." Generations of small fry were entertained in the Pastime until
it returned to first run features shortly before closing in 1953. As many
locals would say, when you were a kid, you went to the Pastime. When you were
a teenager you went to the Rialto, but when a young man took his girl to the
movies, and he wanted to impress her, he took her to the Embassy!9
The impact of color was less dramatic. Although around since the early days
of film, true color movies did not appear in wider distribution until the mid
19301 s, and it wasn't until 20 years later that studios abandoned black and
white films altogether, with rare exceptions. On September 9, 1935, "Becky
Sharp," the first all-color movie, based on the three-color Technicolor
process, was shown in Lewistown at the Embassy.
Rudy Vallee
Many of Hollywood's famous stars appeared on the Embassy Stage
and his Connecticut Yankees (August 29, 1933), Ken Maynard (August 17 18,
13,
Co. (June 30, 1937), The Great Lester (July 12
1936), Tex Ritter
In
the
19501
s,
1937), Roy Rogers and Trigger (June 16, 1941), and others
Harold Cohen decided to bring opera films to Lewistown. Although not as
popular as he expected, these films were the finest operas available. Not all
of the people to grace the stage were famous film or stage stars. Cohen
frequently let local kids and adults on the stage to strut their talents,
and prizes were awarded. A movie was made in Lewistown in 1928 that featured
and starred all local talent. Ruth
"For the Love of Ruth"
the Embassy
Brown, Ned Freed, and Clyde Kemp were the lead players. This movie was made
by Cudia, a film director that traveled around the country making local films
to promote motion pictures. The film is lost, and may be laying in a dusty
attic somewhere.
--

.

--

--
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Following World War II, the Miller Theatre, at 40 West Market St., opened in
1949. Two years later the Temple Theatre (no relation to the earlier Temple
Theatre),opened at 1016 South Main St., well out of the downtown. In 1954,
after purchase by Harold Cohen, it was renamed the Center Theatre. Although
handsomely designed and much larger, these two theatres never came close to
matching the Embassy in style or grandeur.
Changes were again affecting the industry, as other venues of entertainment
overtook theatres as a popular entertainment medium. The widespread adoption
of television, more people owning automobiles, better wages and more leisure
time lured patrons away from theatres. The studios responded with new
gimmicks to lure back patrons, introducing Cinemascope and 3-D pictures in
the 19501 s, but the public was not hooked. The Embassy tried these, but to no
avail. Another change entered in the form of the content of films, searching
for new audiences and styles. The audiences changed from families to younger
adult and more educated audiences, where it generally remains to this day.
Films today are often made with the intention of releasing them immediately
to TV (broadcast or premium service) or video, further eroding the theatre
market. Despite this change, however, one fact remains, that none of these
movies are as visually striking as they are in a theatre, and the public has
readily come to accept this.
In this sea of change, theatres were sold, closed down, and were torn down or
gutted for another business. In Lewistown, Harold would eventually also own
the Rialto and Miller theatres. Many of the area theatres began closing,
including the Pastime (1953), the Center (1956), and the Rialto (1958).
Nationally, by the 19601 s, theatres were no longer designed for elegance,
instead they evolved into little more than boxes with a flat screen at one
end and the exit door at the other. Older theatres were chopped up into
multiple screen theatres called multiplexes, often destroying the original
architectural beauty of these picture palaces. The thrill of the theatre
experience was gone, replaced by a "ho-hum just another movie" attitude. By
1981, only the Embassy and Miller remained in operation. In that year, the
Miller was acquired by new owners, who converted it into a multiplex. The
Embassy escaped the multiplexing remodeling, instead, its fate was as a
"porno palace." Some of the old theatres that escaped the remodellings were
rented to vendors showing XXX-f are. Decorations were changed and added to
heighten this image, but luckily were not as permanent as the multiplex
remodeling.
The end as an active movie house finally came for Embassy on November 4,
1981, when the screen went dark. Vacant, boarded up, the Embassy sat empty, a
fading icon of a bygone era, increasingly damaged by the ravages of neglect.
In the years following its closure, many speculators expressed an interest,
but alas no takers. Before Harold Cohen died in 1989, his final wish was to
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have the Embassy preserved as a historical property, as a reminder of the
past, and restored and returned to its place as the cultural center of
Mifflin County.'°
Two years after his death, the heirs of Harold Cohen put the Embassy on the
auction block in July of 1991. A group of area citizens formed the "Friends
of the Embassy Theatre" and successfully rescued the theatre from the
wrecker's ball. The current plan includes restoring its architecture and
1927, to operate it as a community
decor to the time the Embassy opened
arts center and to return it to its place as a cultural focal point in a
rejuvenated downtown. The integrity of the theatre will allow a faithful
restoration, even with sensitive changes to bring the building into
compliance with modern fire, structural, and ADA codes for historic
buildings.
--

The Embassy Theatre is an outstanding surviving example of a brief but
glorious part of a time of utter opulence in architectural and
the "Broadway Picture Palace."
recreational/entertainment history
--

1
2

Lewistown Sentinel, sundry articles on various theatres, 1922
1925.
Interview with Harold Cohen, by Kelly Barron, 1987.
Article, "The Embassy was the 'Radio City' of Lewistown" by Kim Strong,
Lewistown Sentinel, Feb. 26, 1988. op. cit. Although no reference to which
theatre in State College is given, it is known that Hodgens and Hill
designed the Cathaum Theatre at that place (Sexton, Vol. II, pp. 142-43).
Articles, "Start Work on Pastime." July 8, 1925; and "Beautiful New
Pastime...," November 21, 1925. Lewistown Sentinel. Both works cite Hodgens
and Hill, Philadelphia, as architects, but do not specify which one.
Interview, Cohen, 1987.
6 Articles, "Embassy Theatre Contains Beauty Plus Comforts," October 15,
1927; and ."The Embassy was the 'Radio City' of Lewistown" by Kim Strong,
Feb., 26, 1988. op. cit. Lewistown Sentinel. Some details, such as the
outside display cases and the organ are documented to be exactly like those
in the Roxy. Other elements are more speculative, as Harold claimed they
were copied from there.
' Article, "Dedicatory" Oct. 15, 1927 Lewistown Sentinel On front page of
special section on opening of Embassy.
8 Sexton, op. cit.
Fagley, Paul T. Personal communication with many older residents. n.d.
10 Interview, Cohen, 1987, and "The Embassy was the 'Radio City' of
Lewistown" by Kim Strong, Feb. 26, 1988 Lewistown Sentinel.
-
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Zone Easting Northing
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44 97 000
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SEE CONTINUATION SHEET.
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a
continuation sheet.)
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a
continuation sheet.)
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
11. Form Prepared By
Name/title: Paul T. Fagley, President of the Board
Organization: Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Inc. Date: Jan 20, 1998
Telephone: 717-248-0321
Street & number: P0 Box 1133
State: PA Zip code: 17044
City or town: Lewistown
12. Additional Documentation
Maps
USGS quadrangle (7.5 minute series)

--

PA Lewistown Quadrangle

Other maps
Photographs: see the Continuation Sheets labeled: Photographs, pp. 1-2.
Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.):
Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Inc.
P0 Box 1133, Lewistown, PA 17044.
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Verbal Boundary Description
All that certain tract of land situate in the Second Ward of the Borough
n and State of Pennsylvania, bounded and
of Lewistown, County of Miffli
described as follows, to wit:
BEGINNING at a point at the northwestern intersection of a public alley
and South Main Street, thence along the North side of said alley South 57
degrees West 82 feet to a point; thence along land now or formally of
Smith Brothers North 38 degrees West 57.7 feet to a point; thence along
land now or formally of J. P. Laskaris, et ux., North 57 degrees East 37
feet to a point; thence along same North 38 degrees West 10.46 feet to a
point; thence along land now or former of the Harold D. Cohen Estate North
57 degrees East 45 feet to a point on South Main Street South 38 degrees
68.16 feet to a point the place of the beginning, having thereon erected a
brick theatre building and designated as parcel No. II in a Plan of
Subdivision of the H. J. Cohen property as subdivided by C. R. Myers on
December 6, 1947.
Shown on Tax Map No. 02-03-109, containing 5,206 sq. ft.

Boundary Justification
Boundary reflects the legally recorded boundary lines for the single lot
upon which the resource is erected.
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The following pages include the floor plans of the Embassy Theatre. They
were printed in the book American Theatres of Today, Vol. 2, pages 128 &
130. (See bibliography). These plans were reduced images taken from the
original blue prints. The only differences between the plans and the theatre
as built concern the machine room, view (d). The plan shows the side walls
were at an angle, however, the walls were built straight front to the back,
making the room square. The machine room toilet is actually located where
the battery is shown on the plan; the rewind room was located to the left of
where shown.
Photograph locations are shown on the plans.
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I.

1). Embassy Theatre
Lewistown, Mifflin Co., Pa.
Photographer unknown, file photograph.
September, 1991.
Friends of the Embassy Theatre, do Paul T. Fagley, 114 Second Ave.
Burnham, PA 17009
Front (east) Elevation, taken at angle to show marquee profile.
Marquee removed late 1991.
a
NOTE: The first five items are the same for the following photographs,
unless specified otherwise.

II. 3). Daniel Lewis
4). 1981, prior to closing.
Close-up of front doors and box office.
a
III. 4). January, 1992, following removal of marquee.
Side (north) elevation.
a

IV.

4). January, 1992.
Side (south) elevation, along alley.
a

V.

6). Rear (west) elevation, following removal of horn room.
7). a

VI. 6). Theatre foyer, showing box office and vaulted ceiling.
7). a
VII. 6). Standing rail between auditorium and inner lobby. One of three
ceiling rosettes of lobby visible.
7). a
VIII.6). Theatre auditorium from stage, showing balcony, projector booth,
main ceiling dome, and inner lobby at rear.
7). a
IX. 6). Underside of balcony, showing the three smaller ceiling domes.Inner
lobby is to left, proscenium to the right.
7). a

Embassyatre, Lewistown, Mifflin
NPS Form 10-900-a
(Rev. 10-90)

0

Pa.
OMB

No. 10024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET
Section: Photographs Page: 2
X.

6). Orchestra pit, following removal of 1981 freestanding stage
extension and 1960's fill-in of pit.
7). a

XI. 3). Paul T. Fagley
4). February, 1994.
Detail view of main decorative wall to either side of proscenium,
right sight side shown. Left side is mirror image.
b
XII. 6). Main threatre auditorium from balcony, showing most main details in
auditorium. Note the 1981 stage extension and hole where horn room
was located.
7). b
XIII.6). Mezzanine level. Note staircase on left to balcony, and alcove on
far side of stairs.Ladies lounge/restroom and grand stairs from
inner lobby visible at far end.
7). b
XIV. 6). View of antique projector, still extant in projector room,
dating circa 1941.
7). d
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Mifflin County

Municipality:
2-4 W. Market Street & 6 S. Main Street

Historic/Other Name:

Lewistown

Embassy Theater

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
The Embassy Theater is located in the center of the Business District of
Lewistown, Pennsylvania. It is a two-story, brick building of neo-classical
revival design. The front of the building exhibits the usual features associated
with a motion picture theater. A large marquise with the name Embassy is predominant
on the front of the building. A walnut ticket booth in the center of the structure
is flanked by two sets of double doors. Seven large windows are located on the
second floor.
On the first floor is a vestibule, auditorium, stage and Men's Room. The
vestibule is flanked by steps leading to the Lounge. Located in the vestibule
is a Refresment Area. The theater has seating for 400 on the first floor. Along
the walls are plaster masks of "Comedy and Tragedy". The stage is 12X28 feet. A
large projection screen hangs on the stage. The walls throughout the building
are plaster.
The second floor features a large Loung Ladies Room, Manager's Office,
balcony, and projection booth. Seating on the second floor is for 50 in the
Lounge Area and 170 in the balcony.
No other buildings are on the property. However, a parking lot is on an
adjoining lot to the north of the theater.
The building contains almost all of its original features and facilities.
It is made of the best materials and displays the elegant style of a lot 1920's
American movie theater. No other building within the county has this attribute.
The Embassy Theater was constructed between April and October, 1927. The
owners, Mr. H. J. Cohen and Mr. Harold Cohen, opened the theater to the public
on October 17, 1927. Mr. Harold Cohen owned and operated the theater until 1981.
Upon his death the theater was owned by his daughters. The theater was used mostly
for motion pictures; however, musical events, dances, and comedy shows were also
performed at the theater. The first local radio broadcast was from this site.
The Embassy is known throughout the state as an excellent example of theaters
built and operated during the "Golden Years" of motion pictures. The building
was designed with the idea that those attending the theater could experience "a
little bit of Hollywood".
Mr. Cohen, in an interview, said that he purposely
built the facility to include the best features of the most prominant theaters
in the United States. The ticket booth is an exact copy of the original ones
used in Radio City Music Hall. The organ and tubing were made by Kimball and
were the same used in the Roxy Theater in New York City. Cohen visited very
many theaters and included the best features; therefore, the facility displays
excellent examples of American theaters built between 1920 and 1930. Few of
those features have been altered over the years.
The history of the theater is easily detailed by information obtained from
local newpapers. Since it was so important to the community and was of very high
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Owner Name/Address: F
X

Owner Category:
Resource Category:

E

t'
Private

IThtr+J
Public-local

Public-state

_____

X Building

U Sx

Tv\C

Public-federal

_____

District

Site

_____

Structure

_____

i

\

1

Object

_____

_____

1

Number/Approximate Number of Resources Covered by This Form:
USGS Quad:

1. ________________________________ 2.

UTM

A.

References:

B.

C.
____

D.

______________

HISTORIC AND CURRENT FUNCTIONS
Historic Function Category:
Recreation and Culture

Particular Type:

A.

Subcategory:

Code:
0
8

Theater

A

Movie Theater

Current Function Category:
Vacant! Not In Use

Subcategory:

Code:
9 8

Work In Progress

9

6
-

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Classification: A.
B

.

D

.

______________

___________________________________

Exterior Materials:

-

--

-

Foundation
Brick
Walls

_________________

-

Depth:

80'

2

C.

Other:

.t! Q.
3

Other_______________
Structural System: 1.
68'
Width:

5

Neo-classical revival
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becccciv
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5

-
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-
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-
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THE TOTAL SEATING CAPACITY IS 682
Note the arrangem ent of the Horns in hack of
the screen.
See also how the sight lines guide the projection
of the balcony.

DALCoMY PLAN
z,e. 5e.ats.

Embassy Theatre, Lewistown, Pennsylvania-11. C. Hodgens & A. D. Hill, architects

. .

AMERICAN THEATRES OF TODAY

Embassy Theatre, Lewistown, Pennsylvania
H. C. Hodgens & A. D. Hill, architects
An interesting example of a small theatre arranged for sound pictures
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United States Department of the Interior RECFJVn
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

AUG 2 (
PRESER\I] 1H)

IN REPLY REFER TO:

The Director of the National Park Service is pleased to announce actions on
the following properties for the National Register of Historic Places.
For further information contact Edson Beall via voice
(202) 343-1572, fax (202) 343-1836, regular or E-mail: Edson_Beall®nps.gov
Visit our web site at http://www.nps.gov/nr
WEEKLY LIST OF ACTIONS TAKEN ON PROPERTIES:

7/20/98 THROUGH

7/24/98

JUL 3 I 1998

KEY: State, County, Property Name, Address /Boundary, City, Vicinity, Reference Number, NHL, Action, Date, Multiple Name
ARKANSAS, LITTLE RIVER COUNTY, St. Barnabas Eoiscopal Church, Jct. of Tracy Lawrence Ave. and Bell St., Foreman, 98000910,
LISTED, 7/23/98
ARKANSAS, STONE COUNTY, Barrett--Rogers Building, 100 N. Hazen Ave., Hazen, 98000881, LISTED, 7/23/98
ARKANSAS, STONE COUNTY, Sailor, C.L. , House, Wilson St., Bigelow, 98000880, LISTED, 7/23/98
CALIFORNIA, FRESNO COUNTY, Kearney, N. Theo, Park and Mansion, 7160 Kearney Blvd., Fresno, 75000426, ADDITIONAL
DOCUMENTATION APPROVED, 7/10/98
COLORADO, JEFFERSON COUNTY, Churches Ranch, 17999 W. 60th Ave., Arvada, 98000883, LISTED, 7/23/98
GEORGIA, GWINNETT COUNTY, Alcovy Road Grist Mill, 1564 Alcovy Rd., Dacula vicinity, 98000885, LISTED, 7/23/98
IOWA, FAYETTE COUNTY, Maple View Sanitarium, 100 N. Walnut St., West Union, 98000866, LISTED, 7/21/98
IOWA, STORY COUNTY, Briggs Terrace, 1204 H Ave., Nevada, 98000868, LISTED, 7/20/98
MARYLAND, ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY, Howard's Inheritance, 721 Howard's Loop, Annapolis vicinity, 98000887, LISTED, 7/23/98
MARYLAND, CHARLES COUNTY, Hermitage, The, Washington Ave., La Plata, 98000886, LISTED, 7/23/98
MONTANA, TETON COUNTY, Square Butte Jail, Salsbury Ave., Square Butte, 98000888, LISTED, 7/23/98
NEBRASKA, DOUGLAS COUNTY, Beebe and Runyan Furniture Showroom and Warehouse, 105 S. 9th St., Omaha, 98000895, LISTED,
7/23/98 (Warehouse in Omaha MPS)
NEBRASKA, DOUGLAS COUNTY, Hospe, Anton, Music Warehouse, 109-111 S. 10th St., Omaha, 98000896, LISTED, 7/23/98 (Warehouses
in Omaha MPS(
NEBRASKA, DOUGLAS COUNTY, Kirschbraun and Sons Creamery, Inc., 901 Dodge St., Omaha, 98000894, LISTED, 7/23/98 (Warehouses
in Omaha(
NEBRASKA, SALINE COUNTY, Sokol Pavilion, 315 S. Wilson St., Wilber, 98000892, LISTED, 7/23/98
NEBRASKA, SARPY COUNTY, Sprinafield Community Hall, 104 Main St., Springfield, 98000893, LISTED, 7/23/98
NEBRASKA, SCOTTS BLUFF COUNTY, Fontenelle Aoartment House, 1424 Fourth Ave., Scottsbluff, 98000891, LISTED, 7/23/98
NORTH CAROLINA, CARARRUS COUNTY, Boger--Hartsell Farm, Jct. of 05-801 and NC1148, Concord vicinity, 98000890, LISTED,
7/23/98
OREGON, LINCOLN COUNTY, Drift Creek Bridoe, SE of Lincoln City, Lincoln City vicinity, 79002106, REMOVED, 7/21/98 (Oregon
Covered Bridges TR(
OREGON, YAMEILL COUNTY, Dayton Auto and Transfer Comoany Building, 411 Ferry St., Dayton, 87000337, REMOVED, 7/21,98
(Dayton MRA(
OREGON, YAMEILL COUNTY, Dayton Opera House, 318 Ferry St., Dayton, 87000342, REMOVED, 7/21/98 (Dayton HRA(
PENNSYLVANIA, FAYETTE COUNTY, Gallatin School, 165 Gallatin Ave., Uniontown, 98000902, LISTED, 7/23/98
PENNSYLVANIA, FAYETTE COUNTY. Ne..ver, Petor and Jonathan, Farm, 3165 Richey Rd., Buliskin Township, 98000901, LISTED,
7/23/98
PENNSYLVANIA, MIFFLIN COUNTY, Embassy Theatre, 6 S. Main St., Lewistown, 98000899, LISTED, 7/23/98
PENNSYLVANIA, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, Oak Park Historic District, Roughly along Oak Park Rd., Park Ave., Oak Blvd., Forest Ave.,
and Squirrel Ln. , Hatfiels Township, 98000897, LISTED, 7/23/98
PENNSYLVANIA, PIKE COUNTY, Milford Historic District, Roughly along Broad. Harford, Ann, Catharine, High, and Fourth Sts.,
Milford, 98000898, LISTED, 7/23/98
PENNSYLVANIA, WESTMORELAND COUNTY, Mount Pleasant Historic District, Roughly along Main, S. Church, Eagle, Walnut and
College Sts. , Mount Pleasant, 98000903, LISTED, 7/23/98
PENNSYLVANIA, WESTMORELAND COUNTY, New Kensinaton Downtown Historic District, Roguhly bounded by 8th Ave., 3rd St., 11th
Ave., and Barnes Ave., New Kensington, 98000904, LISTED, 7/23/98 (Aluminum Industry Resources of Southwestern Pennslyvania(
TENNESSEE, MONROE COUNTY, Owen, Charles, House, 1019 Mayes St., Sweetwater, 98000875, LISTED, 7/15/99
TEXAS, BEXAR COUNTY, Maverick--Carter House, 119 Taylor St., San Antonio, 98000844, LISTED, 7/21/98
UTAH, SANPETE COUNTY, Metcalf, James and Caroline M., House, 290 5 500 S, Gunnison, 98000905, LISTED, 7/23/98
VERMONT, ORANGE COUNTY, Fairlee Railroad Deoot, Between US 5 and Boston and Maine Railroad Tracks, Failee, 98000906,
LISTED, 7/23/98
VIRGINIA, SHENANDOAH COUNTY, Edinburg Historic District, Roughly along Stony Creek Blvd., Shenandoah and Railroad Ayes.,
Edinburg, 98000845, LISTED, 7/22/98
WYOMING, ALBANY COUNTY, North Albany Clubhouse, Address Restricted, Garrett Route vicinity, 98000908, LISTED, 7/23/98
WYOMING, PARK COUNTY, Ralston Community Clubhouse, 969 Carbon St., Ralston, 98000907, LISTED, 7/23/98
WYOMING, SWEETWATER COUNTY, Taliaferro House, 106 Cedar St., Rock Springs, 98000909, LISTED, 7,'23/98

0Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
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Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Post Office Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

September 28, 1998
The Honorable E. Frank Burlew
Office of the Mayor
2 East Third Street
Lewistown, PA 17044

Re: Embassy Theatre, Lewistown, Mifflin County

Dear Mayor Burlew:
I am pleased to inform you that the above referenced property, owned
by Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Inc. of 114 Second Avenue was
listed in the National Register of Historic Places on July 23, 1998.
The National Register recognizes the historical, architectural and cultural
merits of properties. Properties listed in the National Register receive
consideration when state or federal projects are planned and may
qualify for federal historic preservation tax credits or, when available,
grant assistance.
If you have questions, please call us at (717) 783-8946.
Sincerely,

Brenda Barrett, Director
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Enclosure
BB/
DC240FF. CLS

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
*

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Post Office Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

September 28, 1998
Fred Saxton, President
Lewistown Borough Council
2 East Third Street
Lewistown, PA 17044

Re: Embassy Theatre, Lewistown, Mifflin County

Dear President Saxton:
I am pleased to inform you that the above referenced property, owned
by Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Inc. of 114 Second Avenue,
Burnham, was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on July
23, 1998.
The National Register recognizes the historical, architectural and cultural
merits of properties. Properties listed in the National Register receive
consideration when state or federal projects are planned and may
qualify for federal historic preservation tax credits or, when available,
grant assistance.
If you have questions, please call us at (717) 783-8946.
Sincerely,

Brenda Barrett, Director
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Enclosure
BB/
DC240FF. CLS

*
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission

September 28, 1998

Bureau for Historic Preservation
Post Office Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

Duane Aurand, Chairman
Mifflin County Commissioners
20 North Wayne Street
Lewistown, PA 17044

Re: Embassy Theatre, Lewistown, Mifflin County

Dear Chairman Aurand:
I am pleased to inform you that the above referenced property, owned
by Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Inc. of 114 Second Avenue,
Burnham, was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on July
23, 1998
The National Register recognizes the historical, architectural and cultural
merits of properties. Properties listed in the National Register receive
consideration when state or federal projects are planned and may
qualify for federal historic preservation tax credits or, when available,
grant assistance.
If you have questions, please call us at (717) 783-8946.

Brenda Barrett, Director
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Enclosure
BB/
DC240FF.CLS

S Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

0

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Post Office Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

September 28, 1998
The Honorable J. Doyle Corman
Senate of PA
817 E. Bishop Street, Box 476
Bellefonte, PA 16823

Re: Embassy Theatre, Lewistown, Mifflin County
Dear Senator Corman:
I am pleased to inform you that the above referenced property, owned
by Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Inc. of 114 Second Avenue,
Burnham, was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on July
23, 1998.
The National Register recognizes the historical, architectural and cultural
merits of properties. Properties listed in the National Register receive
consideration when state or federal projects are planned and may
qualify for federal historic preservation tax credits or, when available,
grant assistance.
If you have questions, please call us at (717) 783-8946.
Sincerely,

Brenda Barrett, Director
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Enclosure
BB/
DC240FF. CLS

0 Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

0

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Post Office Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

September 28, 1998

The Honorable Kerry Benninghoff
PA House of Representatives
209 S. Allegheny Street
Bellefonte, PA 16823

Re: Embassy Theatre, Lewistown, Mifflin County
Dear Representative Benninghoff:
I am pleased to inform you that the above referenced property, owned
by Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Inc. of 114 Second Avenue,
Burnham, was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on July
23, 1998.
The National Register recognizes the historical, architectural and cultural
merits of properties. Properties listed in the National Register receive
consideration when state or federal projects are planned and may
qualify for federal historic preservation tax credits or, when available,
grant assistance.
If you have questions, please call us at (717) 783-8946.
Sincerely,

Brenda Barrett, Director
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Enclosure
BB/
DC240 FF. CLS

0 Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

0

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Post Office Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

September 28, 1998
Paul T. Fagley, President
Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Inc.
114 Second Avenue
Burnham, PA 17009

Re: Embassy Theatre, Lewistown, Mifflin County
Dear President Fagley:
I am pleased to inform you that the above referenced property was
placed in the National Register of Historic Places on July 23, 1998. A
certificate attesting to this registration is enclosed.
The National Register recognizes the historical, architectural or cultural
merits of properties. Properties listed in the National Register receive
consideration when state or federal projects are being planned, and may
qualify for federal historic preservation tax credits or grant assistance
(when available). Also enclosed is a brochure explaining the National
Register program.
Sincerely,

Brenda Barrett
Director

cc:
Preparer of Nomination
Enclosure
BB/
DC24

9

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

01

m Commission

Pennsylvania Historical and Museu

Bureau for Historic Preservation
Post Office Box 1026
6
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-102

June 19, 1998
gistration
Carol Shull, Chief of Re
storic Places
National Register of Hi
National Park Serviceterior,
U.S. Department of In
NC 400
Washington D.C. 20240
s
Re: NR nomination form
Dear Ms. Shull:

d for
forms are being submitte
er
st
gi
Re
al
on
ti
Na
g
in
The follow
your review:
County
ic District, Westmoreland
or
st
Hi
wn
to
wn
Do
on
gt
in
New Kens
Southwestern PA MPDF),
(Aluminum Resources ofDistrict, Westmoreland County
Mount Pleasant Historic
e County
Gallatin School, Fayett than, Farm, Fayette County
Newmyer, Peter and Jona, Philadelphia
Fair Hill Burial Ground
ct, Montgomery County
Oak Park Historic Distri
n County
,Embassy Theatre, Miffli
ct, Pike County
Milford Historic Distri
u
National Register. If yo
e
th
in
g
in
st
li
is
at
on
please call us
The proposed acti
rding the nominations
ga
re
s
on
ti
es
qu
y
an
ve
ha
(717) 783-8947.

in rel
hief

Services
Division of Preservation
Enclosures
DGD/dr
f123

NATIONAL REGISTER PROCESS IN PENNSYLVANIA
NOTIFICATION SHEET
See page 55 of the National Register Process in Pennsylvania for instructions.
The following information is required in order for us to process your registration form.
Please complete both sides of sheet. Return this sheet along with your completed
registration form to the Bureau for Historic Preservation, Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission, BOX 1026, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108/
NAME OF RESOURCE (From Section 1 of Registration Form):
Embassy Theatre
LOCATION (From Section 2 of Registration Form)
Street & Number: 6 South Main Street
City or town: Lewistown PA 17044
County: Mifflin
NAME AND ADDRESS OF EACH OWNER OF INDIVIDUAL RESOURCE OR
PROPERTY IN HISTORIC DISTRICT
Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Inc. P0 Box 1133, Lewistown, PA 17044.
do Paul T. Fagley, president, 114 Second Ave, Burnham, PA 17009.
NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF CHIEF ELECTED LOCAL OFFICIALS FOR
COUNTY AND MUNICIPALITY IN WHICH RESOURCE IS LOCATED:
County Commissioner Chairman Name and Address:
Duane Aurand, 20 N Wayne St. Lewistown PA 17044
Mayor Name and Address:
Frank Burlew, 2 E Third St. Lewistown PA 17044
Borough Council President Name and Address:
Fred Saxton, 2 E Third St. Lewistown PA 17044

E.

NAME AND ADDRESSES OF STATE SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE
WHOSE DISTRICTS INCLUDE THE RESOURCE:
State Senator's Name: J. Doyle Corman
Address: Room 9 East Wing, Nev Capitol Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120
Lewistown Office: 31 W. Mrket.St. Lewistown PA 17044
State Representative's Name: Kerry Benninghoff, 171st Legislative Dist.
Address: Room B33, Main Capitol, House Box 202020, Harrisburg, PA 17044
Lewistown Address: 103 N Wayne St. Lewistown PA 17044

NATIONAL REGISTER REVIEW COVER SHEET
Board Meeting Date: June 9, 1998
Nomination Number: 12
Name of Property: Embassy Theatre
County: Mifflin
Previous Determinations, Site Visits, Etc.:
BHP determination of eligibility issued on 8/15/92. First draft of
NR form for received on 11/6/97. Attached copy of NR form is the
second draft, received on 2/18/98.
Priority: registration will significantly assist in preservation
Staff Comments:

Board Member's Preliminary Evaluation:
APPROVE: MEETS CRITERIA
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

A;
LOCAL;

B:,

C;

STATE;

D
NATIONAL

REJECT: NOT SIGNIFICANT AND/OR LACKS INTEGRITY
REJECT: INADEQUATE DOCUMENTATION
OTHER
Notes/Explain Reason for Rejection or "Other":

Board Member's Name:

.

J. DOYLE CORMAN

fl

m

SENATE BOX 203034
THE STATE CAPITOL
HARRISBURG, PA 17120-3034
PHONE: 717-787-1377
FAX: 717-772-3146

PLEASE USE THE ADDRESS OF
THE BOX CHECKED

COMMITTEES

TRANSPORTATION, CHAIRMAN

BANKING & INSURANCE, VICE CHAIRMAN
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

GAMES & FISHERIES
RULES & EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS

CENTRE COUNTY DISTRICT OFFICE
817 EAST BISHOP STREET
P.O. BOX 476
BELLEFONTE, PA 16823
PHONE: 814-355-0477
FAX: 814-355-6046
MIFFLIN COUNTY DISTRICT OFFICE
31 WEST THIRD STREET
LEWISTOWN, PA 17044
PHONE: 717-242-2410
1-800-828-7300

~ H(

TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
MAJORITY CAUCUS ADMINISTRATOR
PHEAA BOARD MEMBER

$natr of 1,enng11iania
May 26, 1998

RECEIVED
MAY 2 7 1998

Dr. Brent G!a, Cirector
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission
Post Office Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108

PH & MC
EXECUTIVE DIVISION

Dear Brent,
I want to thank you for you for the invitation to attend the June 9th
meeting of the Pennsylvania Historic Preservation Board. I regret that I
will not be able to attend. However I do wish to indicate my wholehearted
support of the efforts to nominate the Embassy Theatre, Lewistown,
Mifflin County, to the National Register of Historic Places.
I have personally toured the Embassy and have seen first-hand the work
that has been completed and what remains to be done. The Friends of the
Embassy have worked diligently since 1991 to restore the Embassy to its
original grandeur.
If I can be of further assistance in this effort, please be in contact with me
at your earliest convenience.
erely

J. DOYLE CORMAN
State Senator
JDC/eam
Copy: Paul Fagley
MAY 2 9 1998
PRESERVATON

J

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Executive Director

Post Office Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

May 4, 1998
The Honorable J. Doyle Corman
Senate of PA
31 West Third Street
Lewistown, PA
17044
Re: Embassy Theatre,
Lewistown, Mifflin Co.
Dear Senator Corman:
I would like to invite you to the June 9, 1998 meeting of the
Pennsylvania Historic Preservation Board.
At this meeting the
historic significance of the above named property will be reviewed
and discussed by the Board for nomination to the National Register
of Historic Places, the Federal government's official list of
historic properties worthy of preservation.
Listing in the
National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving
our Nation's heritage.
Listing of the above named property provides recognition of
the property's historic importance and assures protective review of
Federal projects that might adversely affect the historic character
of the property.
If the property is listed in the National
Register, certain Federal investment tax credits for rehabilitation
and other provisions may apply.
Listing in the National Register does not mean that
limitations will be placed on the properties by the Federal
government. Public visitation rights are not required of owners
nor will the Federal government attach restrictive covenants to the
properties or seek to acquire them.
Attached please find a notice that explains, in greater
detail, the results of listing in the National Register and that
describes the rights and procedures by which an owner may comment
on or object to listing in the National Register.

The Historic Preservation Board will meet at 9:45 a.m. on
June 9, 1998, in the Lucy Linderman Room (#200), Linderman
Library, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA. The meeting has two
parts: a general business meeting for the Board followed by the
review and discussion of the nominations. If you plan to attend
the meeting or have any questions, please call Christie Balmer,
Bureau for Historic Preservation, at (717) 783-8946. Individuals'
with disabilities who need special assistance or accommodation
should call in advance to discuss their needs.

Sincerely,

BRENT D. GLASS

Enclosures
BDG/clb
NR 18

RIGHTS OF OWNERS TO COMMENT AND/OR TO OBJECT TO LISTING IN THE
NATIONAL REGISTER
Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register
have an opportunity to concur with or object to listing in accord
with the National historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 60. Any,
owner or partial owner of prtvate property who chooses to objet
to listing may submit to the State Historic PreservatLon Officer
a notarized statement. certifying that the party is the sole or
partial owner of the private property and objects to the listing.
Each owner or partial owner of private property has one votler regardless of the portion of the property that the party owns.
If a majority of private property owners object, a property will
not be listed. However, the State Historic Preservation Officer
shall submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National
Register of Historic Places for a determination of eligibility of
the property for listing in the National Register.
If the
property is then determined eligible for listing, although not
formally listed, Federal agencies will be required to allow for
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have an
opportunity to comment before the agency may fund, license, or
assist a project which will affect the property. If you choose
to object to the. listing of your property, the notarized
objection must be submitted to Brent D. Glass, State Historic
Preservation Officer, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission, P.O., Box 1026, Pennsylvania, 17108-1026, by June 8,
1998.
•..

If you wish to comment on the nomination of the property to the
National Register, please send your comments to the State
Historic Preservation Office before the Pennsylvania Historic
Preservation Board considers this nomination on June 9, 1998. A
copy of the nomination and information on the National Register
and the Federal tax provisions are available from the above
address upon request.

RESULTS OF LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Eligibility for Federal tax provision: If a property is listed
in the National Register, certain Federal tax provisions may
apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986 revises the historic
preservation tax incentives authorized by Congress in the Tax
Reform Act of 1976, The Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax Treatment
Extension of 1980, the Economic Recovery Act of 1981, and Tax
Reform Act of 1984, and as of January 1, 1987, provides for a 20
percent investment tax credit with a full adjustment to basis for
rehabiiit&tjnq historic commercial, industrial, and rental
residential buildings. The former 15 percent and 20 percent
Investment Tax Credits (ITCs) for rehabilitations of older
commercial buildings are combined into a single 10 percent ITC
for commercial or industrial buildings built before 1936. The
Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides Federal Tax
deductions for charitable contributions for conservation purposes
of partial interests in historically important land areas or
structures. Whether these provisions are advantageous to a
property owner is dependent upon the particular circumstances of
the property and the owner. Because tax aspects outlined above
are complex, individuals should consult legal counsel or the
appropriate local Internal Revenue Service office of assistance
in determining the tax consequences of the above provisions. For
further information of certification requirements, please refer
to 36 CFR 67.
Consideration in planning for Federal, federally licensed, and
federally assisted projects: Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that Federal agencies
allow for the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have
any opportunity to comment on all projects affecting historic
properties listed in the National Register. For further
information, please refer to 36 CFR 800.
Consideration in issuing a surface coal mining permit: In
accordance with the Surface Coal Mining and Control Act of 1977,
there must be consideration of historic values in the decision to
issue a surface coal mining permit where coal is located. For
further information, please refer to 30 CFR 700 et seq.
Qualifications for Federal grants for historic preservation when
funds are available: Presently, funding is unavailable.
Please note that listing in the National Register does not mean
that limitations will be placed on the properties by the Federal
government. Public visitation rights are not required of owners.
The Federal government will not attach restrictive covenants to
the properties or seek to acquire them.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Post Office Box 1026
Executive Director

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

May 4, 1998
Paul T. Fagley, President
Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Inc.
114 Second Avenue
Burnham, PA
17009
Re: Embassy Theatre,
Lewistown, Mifflin Co.
Dear President Fagley:
I would like to invite you to the June 9, 1998 meeting of the
Pennsylvania Historic Preservation Board.
At this meeting the
historic significance of the above named property will be reviewed
and discussed by the Board for nomination to the National Register
of Historic Places, the Federal government's official list of
historic properties worthy of preservation.
Listing in the
National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving
our Nation's heritage.
Listing of the above named property provides recognition of
the property's historic importance and assures protective review of
Federal projects that might adversely affect the historic character
of the property.
If the property is listed in the National
Register, certain Federal investment tax credits for rehabilitation
and other provisions may apply.
Listing in the National Register does not mean that
limitations will be placed on the properties by the Federal
government. Public visitation rights are not required of owners
nor will the Federal government attach restrictive covenants to the
properties or seek to acquire them.
Attached please find a notice that explains, in greater
detail, the results of listing in the National Register and that
describes the rights and procedures by which an owner may comment
on or object to listing in the National Register.

The Historic Preservation Board will meet at 9:45 a.m. on
June 9, 1998, in the Lucy Linderman Room (#200), Linderman
Library, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA. The meeting has two
parts: a general business meeting for the Board followed by the
review and discussion of the nominations. If you plan to attend
the meeting or have any questions, please call Christie Balmer,
Bureau for Historic Preservation, at (717) 783-8946. Individuals
with disabilities who need special assistance or accommodation
should call in advance to discuss their needs.

Sincerely,
9, RVrY

BRENT D. GLASS-

Enclosures
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NR 18

I
RIGHTS OF OWNERS TO COMMENT AND/OR TO OBJECT TO LISTING IN THE
NATIONAL REGISTER
Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register
have an opportunity to concur with or object to listing in accord
with the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 60. Any
owner or partial owner of private property who chooses to object
to listing may submit to the State Historic Preservation Officer
a notarized statement certifying that the party is the sole or
partial owner of the private property and objects to the listing.
Each owner or partial owner of private property has one vote
regardless of the portion of the property that the party owns.
If a majority of private property owners object, a property will
not be listed. However, the State Historic Preservation Officer
shall submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National
Register of Historic Places for a determination of eligibility of
the property for listing in the National Register.
If the
property is then determined eligible for listing, although not
formally listed, Federal agencies will be required to allow for
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have an
opportunity to comment before the agency may fund, license, or
assist a project which will affect the property. If you choose
to object to the. listing of your property, the notarized
objection must be submitted to Brent D. Glass, State Historic
Preservation Officer, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission, P.O., Box 1026, Pennsylvania, 17108-1026, by June 8,
1998.
If you wish to comment on the nomination of the property to the
National Register, please send your comments to the State
Historic Preservation Office before the Pennsylvania Historic
Preservation Board considers this nomination on June 9, 1998. A
copy of the nomination and information on the National Register
and the Federal tax provisions are available from the above
address upon request.

RESULTS OF LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Eligibility for Federal tax provision: If a property is listed
in the National Register, certain Federal tax provisions may
apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986 revises the historic
preservation tax incentives authorized by Congress in the Tax
Reform Act of 1976, The Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax Treatment
Extension of 1980, the Economic Recovery Act of 1981, and Tax
Reform Act of 1984, and as of January 1, 1987, provides for a 20
percent investment tax credit with a full adjustment to basis for
rehabilitating_historic commercial, industrial, and rental
residential buildings. The former 15 percent and 20 percent
Investment Tax Credits (ITCs) for rehabilitations of older
commercial buildings are combined into a single 10 percent ITC
for commercial or industrial buildings built before 1936. The
Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides Federal Tax
deductions for charitable contributions for conservation purposes
of partial interests in historically important land areas or
structures. Whether these provisions are advantageous to a
property owner is dependent upon the particular circumstances of
the property and the owner. Because tax aspects outlined above
are complex, individuals should consult legal counsel or the
appropriate local Internal Revenue Service office of assistance
in determining the tax consequences of the above provisions. For
further information of certification requirements, please refer
to 36 CFR 67.
Consideration in planning for Federal, federally licensed, and
federally assisted projects: Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that Federal agencies
allow for the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have
any opportunity to comment on all projects affecting historic
properties listed in the National Register. For further
information, please refer to 36 CFR 800.
Consideration in issuing a surface coal mining permit: In
accordance with the Surface Coal Mining and Control Act of 1977,
there must be consideration of historic values in the decision to
issue a surface coal mining permit where coal is located. For
further information, please refer to 30 CFR 700 et seq.
Qualifications for Federal grants for historic preservation when
funds are available: Presently, funding is unavailable.
Please note that listing in the National Register does not mean
that limitations will be placed on the properties by the Federal
government. Public visitation rights are not required of owners.
The Federal government will not attach restrictive covenants to
the properties or seek to acquire them.

. .

.
'I

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Executive Director

Post Office Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

May 4, 1998
The Honorable Kerry Benninghoff
PA House of Representatives
103 North Wayne Street
Lewistown, PA
17044
Re: Embassy Theatre,
Lewistown, Mifflin Co.
Dear Representative Benninghoff:
I would like to invite you to the June 9, 1998 meeting of the
Pennsylvania Historic Preservation Board. At this meeting the
historic significance of the above named property will be reviewed
and discussed by the Board for nomination to the National Register
of Historic Places, the Federal government's official list of
historic properties worthy of preservation.
Listing in the
National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving
our Nation's heritage.
Listing of the above named property provides recognition of
the property's historic importance and assures protective review of
Federal projects that might adversely affect the historic character
of the property.
If the property is listed in the National
Register, certain Federal investment tax credits for rehabilitation
and other provisions may apply.
Listing in the National Register does not mean that
limitations will be placed on the properties by the Federal
government. Public visitation rights are not required of owners
nor will the Federal government attach restrictive covenants to the
properties or seek to acquire them.
Attached please find a notice that explains, in greater
detail, the results of listing in the National Register and that
describes the rights and procedures by which an owner may comment
on or object to listing in the National Register.

The Historic Preservation Board will meet at 9:45 a.m. on
June 9, 1998, in the Lucy Linderman Room (#200), Linderman
Library, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA. The meeting has two
parts: a general business meeting for the Board followed by the
review and discussion of the nominations. If you plan to attend
the meeting or have any questions, please call Christie Balmer,
Bureau for Historic Preservation, at (717) 783-8946. Individuals
with disabilities who need special assistance or accommodation
should call in advance to discuss their needs.
:

Sincerely,

BRENT D. GLASS

Enclosures
BDG/clb
NR 18

-.

RIGHTS OF OWNERS TO COMMENT AND/OR TO OBJECT TO LISTING IN THE
NATIONAL REGISTER
Owners of priv ate properties nominated to the National Register
have an opportunity to concur with or object to listing in accord
with the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 60. Any
ownr or partial owner of private property who chooses to object
to listing may submit to the State Historic Preservation Officer
a notarized statement. certifying that the party is the sole or
partial owner of the private property and objects to the listing.
Each owner or partial owner of private property has one vote
regardless of the portion of the property that the party owns.
If a majority of private property owners object, a property will
not be listed. However, the State Historic Preservation Officer
shall submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National
Register of Historic Places for a determination of eligibility of
the property for listing in the National Register.
If the
property Is then determined eligible for listing, although not
formally listed, Federal agencies will be required to allow for
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have an
opportunity to comment before the agency may fund, license, or
assist a project which will affect the property. If you choose
to object to the listing of your property, the notarized
objection must be submitted to Brent D. Glass, State Historic
Preservation Officer, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission, P.O., Box 1026, Pennsylvania, 17108-1026, by June 8,
1998.
If you wish to comment on the nomination of the property to the
National Register, please send your comments to the State
Historic Preservation Office before the Pennsylvania Historic
Preservation Board considers this nomination on June 9, 1998. A
copy of the nomination and information on the National Register
and the Federal tax provisions are available from the above
address upon request.

RESULTS OF LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Eligibility for Federal tax provision: If a property is listed
in the National Register, certain Federal tax provisions may
apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986 revises the historic
preservation tax incentives authorized by Congress in the Tax
Reform Act of 1976, The Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax Treatment
Extension of 1980, the Economic Recovery Act of 1981, and Tax
Reform Act of 1984, and as of January 1, 1987, provides for a 20
percent investment tax credit with a full adjustment to basis for
rehabilitating historic commercial, industrial, and rental
residential buildings. The former 15 percent and 20 percent
Investment Tax Credits (ITCs) for rehabilitations of older
commercial buildings are combined into a single 10 percent ITC
for commercial or industrial buildings built before 1936. The
Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides Federal Tax
deductions for charitable contributions for conservation purposes
of partial interests in historically important land areas or
structures. Whether these provisions are advantageous to a
property owner is dependent upon the particular circumstances of
the property and the owner. Because tax aspects outlined above
are complex, individuals should consult legal counsel or the
appropriate local Internal Revenue Service office of assistance
in determining the tax consequences of the above provisions. For
further information of certification requirements, please refer
to 36 CFR 67.
Consideration in planning for Federal, federally licensed, and
federally assisted projects: Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that Federal agencies
allow for the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have
any opportunity to comment on all projects affecting historic
properties listed in the National Register. For further
information, please refer to 36 CFR 800.
Consideration in issuing a surface coal mining permit: In
accordance with the Surface Coal Mining and Control Act of 1977,
there must be consideration of historic values in the decision to
issue a surface coal mining permit where coal is located. For
further information, please refer to 30 CFR 700 et seq.
Qualifications for Federal grants for historic preservation when
funds are available: Presently, funding is unavailable.
Please note that listing in the National Register does not mean
that limitations will be placed on the properties by the Federal
government. Public visitation rights are not required of owners.
The Federal government will not attach restrictive covenants to
the properties or seek to acquire them.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Post Office Box 1026
Executive Director

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

May 4, 1998
Fred Saxton, President
Lewistown Borough Council
2 East Third Street
Lewistown, PA
17044
Re: Embassy Theatre,
Lewistown, Mifflin Co.
Dear President Saxton:
I would like to invite you to the June 9, 1998 meeting of the
Pennsylvania Historic Preservation Board.
At this meeting the
historic significance of the above named property will be reviewed
and discussed by the Board for nomination to the National Register
of Historic Places, the Federal government's official list of
historic properties worthy of preservation.
Listing in the
National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving
our Nation's heritage.
Listing of the above named property provides recognition of
the property's historic importance and assures protective review of
Federal projects that might adversely affect the historic character
of the property.
If the property is listed in the National
Register, certain Federal investment tax credits for rehabilitation
and other provisions may apply.
Listing in the National Register does not mean that
limitations will be placed on the properties by the Federal
government. Public visitation rights are not required of owners
nor will the Federal government attach restrictive covenants to the
properties or seek to acquire them.
Attached please find a notice that explains, in greater
detail, the results of listing in the National Register and that
describes the rights and procedures by which an owner may comment
on or object to listing in the National Register.

The Historic Preservation Board will meet at 9:45 a.m. on
June 9, 1998, in the Lucy Linderman Room (#200), Linderman
Library, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA. The meeting has two
parts: a general business meeting for the Board followed by the
review and discussion of the nominations. If you plan to attend
the meeting or have any questions, please call Christie Balmer,
Bureau for Historic Preservation, at (717) 783-8946. Individuals
with disabilities who need special assistance or accommodation
should call in advance to discuss their needs.

Sincerely

BRENT D. GLASS

Enclosures
BDG/clb
NR 18

RIGHTS OF OWNERS TO COMMENT AND/OR TO OBJECT TO LISTING IN THE
NATIONAL REGISTER
Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register
have an opportunity to concur with or object to listing in accord
with the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 60. Any
owner or partial owner of private property who chooses to object
to listing may submit to the State Historic Preservation Officer
a notarized statement certifying that the party is the sole or
partial owner of the private property and objects to the listing.
Each owner or partial owner of private property has one vote
regardless of the portion of the property that the party owns.
If a majority of private property owners object, a property will
not be listed. However, the State Historic Preservation Officer
shall submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National
Register of Historic Places for a determination of eligibility of
the property for listing in the National Register.
If the
property is then determined eligible for listing, although not
formally listed, Federal agencies will be required to allow for
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have an
opportunity to comment before the agency may fund, license, or
assist a project which will affect the property. If you choose
to object to the listing of your property, the notarized
objection must be submitted to Brent D. Glass, State Historic
Preservation Officer, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission, P.O., Box 1026, Pennsylvania, 17108-1026, by June 8,
1998.
If you wish to comment on the nomination of the property to the
National Register, please send your comments to the State
Historic Preservation Office before the Pennsylvania Historic
Preservation Board considers this nomination on June 9, 1998. A
copy of the nomination and information on the National Register
and the Federal tax provisions are available from the above
address upon request.

RESULTS OF LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Eligibility for Federal tax provision: If a property is listed
in the National Register, certain Federal tax provisions may
apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986 revises the historic
preservation tax incentives authorized by Congress in the Tax
Reform Act of 1976, The Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax Treatment
Extension of 1980, the Economic Recovery Act of 1981, and Tax
Reform Act of 1984, and as of January 1, 1987, provides for a 20
percent investment tax credit with a full adjustment to basis for
rehabilitating historic commercial, industrial, and rental
residential buildings. The former 15 percent and 20 percent
Investment Tax Credits (ITCs) for rehabilitations of- older
commercial buildings are combined into a single 10 percent ITC
for commercial or industrial buildings built before 1936. The
Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides Federal Tax
deductions for charitable contributions for conservation purposes
of partial interests in historically important land areas or
structures. Whether these provisions are advantageous to a
property owner is dependent upon the particular circumstances of
the property and the owner. Because tax aspects outlined above
are complex, individuals should consult legal counsel or the
appropriate local Internal Revenue Service office of assistance
in determining the tax consequences of the above provisions. For
further Information of certification requirements, please refer
to 36 CFR 67.
Consideration in planning for Federal, federally licensed, and
federally assisted projects: Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that Federal agencies
allow for the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have
any opportunity to comment on all projects affecting historic
properties listed in the National Register. For further
information, please refer to 36 CFR 800.
Consideration in issuing a surface coal mining permit: In
accordance with the Surface Coal Mining and Control Act of 1977,
there must be consideration of historic values in the decision to
issue a surface coal mining permit where coal is located. For
further information, please refer to 30 CFR 700 et seq.
Qualifications for Federal grants for historic preservation when
funds are available: Presently, funding is unavailable.
Please note that listing in the National Register does not mean
that limitations will be placed on the properties by the Federal
government. Public visitation rights are not required of owners.
The Federal government will not attach restrictive covenants to
the properties or seek to acquire them.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Post Office Box 1026
Executive Director

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

May 4, 1998
Duane Aurand, Chairman
20 North Wayne Street
Lewistown, PA
17044
Re: Embassy Theatre,
Lewistown, Mifflin Co.
Dear Chairman Aurand:
I would like to invite you to the June 9, 1998 meeting of the
Pennsylvania Historic Preservation Board.
At this meeting the
historic significance of the above named property will be reviewed
and discussed by the Board for nomination to the National Register
of Historic Places, the Federal government's official list of
historic properties worthy of preservation.
Listing in the
National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving
our Nation's heritage.
Listing of the above named property provides recognition of
the property's historic importance and assures protective review of
Federal projects that might adversely affect the historic character
of the property.
If the property is listed in the National
Register, certain Federal investment tax credits for rehabilitation
and other provisions may apply.
Listing in the National Register does not mean that
limitations will be placed on the properties by the Federal
government. Public visitation rights are not required of owners
nor will the Federal government attach restrictive covenants to the
properties or seek to acquire them.
Attached please find a notice that explains, in greater
detail, the results of listing in the National Register and that
describes the rights and procedures by which an owner may comment
on or object to listing in the National Register.

The Historic Preservation Board will meet at 9:45 a.m. on
June 9, 1998, in the Lucy Linderman Room (#200), Linderman
Library, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA. The meeting has two
parts: a general business meeting for the Board followed by the
review and discussion of the nominations. If you plan to attend
the meeting or have any questions, please call Christie Balmer,
Bureau for Historic Preservation, at (717) 783-8946. Individuals
with disabilities who need special assistance or accommodation
should call in advance to discuss their needs.

Sincerely,
At~ 0,

BRENT D. GLASS

Enclosures
BDG/clb
NR 18
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RIGHTS OF OWNERS TO COMMENT AND/OR TO OBJECT TO LISTING IN THE
NATIONAL REGISTER
Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register
have an opportunity to concur with or object to listing in accord
with the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 60. Any
owner or partial owner of private property who chooses to object
to listing may submit to the State Historic Preservation Officer
a notarized statement. certifying that the party is the sole or
partial owner of the private property and objects to the listing.
Each owner or partial owner of private property has one vote
regardless of the portion of the property that the party owns.
If a majority of private property owners object, a property will
not be listed. However, the State Historic Preservatjn Officer
shall submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National
Register of Historic Places for a determination of eligibility of
the property for listing in the National Register.
If the
property is then determined eligible for listing, although not
formally listed, Federal agencies will be required to allow for
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have an
opportunity to comment before the agency may fund, license, or
assist a project which will affect the property. If you choose
to object to the. listing of your property, the notarized
objection must be submitted to Brent D. Glass, State Historic
Preservation Officer, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission, P.O., Box 1026, Pennsylvania, 17108-1026, by June 8,
1998.
If you wish to comment on the nomination of the property to the
National Register, please send your comments to the State
Historic Preservation Office before the Pennsylvania Historic
Preservation Board considers this nomination on June 9, 1998. A
copy of the nomination and information on the National Register
and the Federal tax provisions are available from the above
address upon request.

RESULTS OF LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Eligibility for Federal tax provision: If a property is listed
in the National Register, certain Federal tax provisions may
apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986 revises the historic
preservation tax incentives authorized by Congress in the Tax
Reform Act of 1976, The Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax Treatment
Extension of 1980, the Economic Recovery Act of 1981, and Tax
Reform Act of 1984, and as of January 1, 1987, provides for a 20
percent investment tax credit with a full adjustment to basis for
rehabilitating historic commercial, industrial, and rental
residential buildings. The former 15 percent and 20 percent
Investment Tax Credits (ITCs) for rehabilitations of older
commercial buildings are combined into a single 10 percent ITC
for commercial or industrial buildings built before 1936. The
Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides Federal Tax
deductions for charitable contributions for conservation purposes
of partial interests in historically important land areas or
structures. Whether these provisions are advantageous to a
property owner is dependent upon the particular circumstances of
the property and the owner. Because tax aspects outlined above
are complex, individuals should consult legal counsel or the
appropriate local Internal Revenue Service office of assistance
in determining the tax consequences of the above provisions. For
further information of certification requirements, please refer
to 36 CFR 67.
Consideration in planning for Federal, federally licensed, and
federally assisted projects: Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that Federal agencies
allow for the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have
any opportunity to comment on all projects affecting historic
properties listed in the National Register. For further
information, please refer to 36 CFR 800.
Consideration in issuing a surface coal mining permit: In
accordance with the Surface Coal Mining and Control Act of 1977,
there must be consideration of historic values in the decision to
issue a surface coal mining permit where coal is located. For
further information, please refer to 30 CFR 700 et seq.
Qualifications for Federal grants for historic preservation when
funds are available: Presently, funding is unavailable.
Please note that listing in the National Register does not mean
that limitations will be placed on the properties by the Federal
government. Public visitation rights are not required of owners.
The Federal government will not attach restrictive covenants to
the properties or seek to acquire them.
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Executive Director

Post Office Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

May 4, 1998
The Honorable E. Frank Burlew
Office of the Mayor
2 East Third Street
Lewistown, PA
17044
Re: Embassy Theatre,
Lewistown, Mifflin Co.
Dear Mayor Burlew:
I would like to invite you to the June 9, 1998 meeting of the
Pennsylvania Historic Preservation Board.
At this meeting the
historic significance of the above named property will be reviewed
and discussed by the Board for nomination to the National Register
of Historic Places, the Federal government's official list of
historic properties worthy of preservation.
Listing in the
National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving
our Nation's heritage.
Listing of the above named property provides recognition of
the property's historic importance and assures protective review of
Federal projects that might adversely affect the historic character
of the property.
If the property is listed in the National
Register, certain Federal investment tax credits for rehabilitation
and other provisions may apply.
Listing in the National Register does not mean that
limitations will be placed on the properties by the Federal
government. Public visitation rights are not required of owners
nor will the Federal government attach restrictive covenants to the
properties or seek to acquire them.
Attached please find a notice that explains, in greater
detail, the results of listing in the National Register and that
describes the rights and procedures by which an owner may comment
on or object to listing in the National Register.

The Historic Preservation Board will meet at 9:45 a.m. on
June 9, 1998, in the Lucy Linderman Room (#200), Linderman
Library, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA. The meeting has two
parts: ageneral business meeting for the Board followed by the
review and discussion of the nominations. If you plan to attend
the meeting or have any questions, please call Christie Balmer,
Bureau for Historic Preservation, at (717) 783-8946. Individuals
with disabilities who need special assistance or accommodation
should call in advance to discuss their needs.

Sincerely,

BRENT D. GLASS

Enclosures
BDG/clb
NR 18
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RIGHTS OF OWNERS TO COMMENT AND/OR TO OBJECT TO LISTING IN THE
NATIONAL REGISTER
Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register
have an opportunity to concur with or object to listing in accord
with the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 60. Any
owner or partial owner of private property who chooses to object
to listing may submit to the State Historic Preservation Officer
a notarized statement. certifying that the party is the sole or
partial owner of the private property and objects to the listing.
Each owner or partial owner of private property has one vote
regardless of the portion of the property that the party owns.
If a majority of private property owners object, a property will
not be listed. However, the State Historic Preservation Officer
shall submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National
Register of Historic Places for a determination of eligibility of
the property for listing in the National Register.
If the
property is then determined eligible for listing, although not
formally listed, Federal agencies will be required to allow for
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have-an
opportunity to comment before the agency may fund, license, or
assist a project which will affect the property. If you choose
to object to the listing of your property, the notarized
objection must be submitted to Brent D. Glass, State Historic
Preservation Officer, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission, P.O., Box 1026, Pennsylvania, 17108-1026, by June 8,
1998.
If you wish to comment on the nomination of the property to the
National Register, please send your comments to the State
Historic Preservation Office before the Pennsylvania Historic
Preservation Board considers this nomination on June 9, 1998. A
copy of the nomination and information on the National Register
and the Federal tax provisions are available from the above
address upon request.

RESULTS OF LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Eligibility for Federal tax provision: If a property is listed
in the National Register, certain Federal tax provisions may
apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986 revises the historic
preservation tax incentives authorized by Congress in the Tax
Reform Act of 1976, The Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax Treatment
Extension of 1980, the Economic Recovery Act of 1981, and Tax
Reform Act of 1984, and as of January 1, 1987, provides for a 20
percent investment tax credit with a full adjustment to basis for
rehabilitating historic commercial, industrial, and rental
residential buildings. The former 15 percent and 20 percent
Investment Tax Credits (ITCs) for rehabilitations of older
commercial buildings are combined into a single 10 percent ITC
for commercial or industrial buildings built before 1936. The
Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides Federal Tax
deductions for charitable contributions for conservation purposes
of partial interests in historically important land areas or
structures. Whether these provisions are advantageous to a
property owner is dependent upon the particular circumstances of
the property and the owner. Because tax aspects outlined above
are complex, individuals should consult legal counsel or the
appropriate local Internal Revenue Service office of assistance
in determining the tax consequences of the above provisions. For
further information of certification requirements, please refer
to 36 CFR 67.
Consideration in planning for Federal, federally licensed, and
federally assisted projects: Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that Federal agencies
allow for the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have
any opportunity to comment on all projects affecting historic
properties listed in the National Register. For further
information, please refer to 36 CFR 800.
Consideration in issuing a surface coal mining permit: In
accordance with the Surface Coal Mining and Control Act of 1977,
there must be consideration of historic values in the decision to
issue a surface coal mining permit where coal is located. For
further Information, please refer to 30 CFR 700 et seq.
Qualifications for Federal grants for historic preservation when
funds are available: Presently, funding is unavailable.
Please note that listing in the National Register does not mean
that limitations will be placed on the properties by the Federal
government. Public visitation rights are not required of owners.
The Federal government will not attach restrictive covenants to
the properties or seek to acquire them.

MEMORANDUM

April 15, 1998

TO: Doug
FROM: Greg
RE: Embassy Theatre
This seems ok for June if you and preparer want to commit to
getting a final draft to have available by May 9/Notification.
so there are
I've added additional corrections on the nomination
many small changes.
-

Another factor may be whether the preparer and interested folk want
to travel to Allentown for the meeting or would prefer to wait for
the Sept. mtg. in Hbg.
8/4, para. 2

-

"Around but did not appear" is contradictory.

Review of second submission
Embassy Theatre, Mifflin Co.
We can accept phone changes and schedule this for the June Meeting.

/

General: All continuation sheets, including photograph list, need
I2[ h aders: "Embassy Theatre Mifflin Co., PA"
Section 7, form, Materials: replace "Hot tar" with "Asphalt." ( We
missed this last time.)
ection 7
7/3, last sentence, last full para. How can the room be boarded up
if removed?
second to last full para. fifth sentence. relocate phrases to
have the organ sold, not the pit.

V 7/6, bottom para. second sentence. sntitute
)
"site."

"building" for

Note additional corrections to typos, word omissions.
Section 8, Narrative
-'

(

intro para. Work construction date of 1927 into oeig
sel3tence. Also, since the Cohen's have not yet been introdiicd,
t y should be in this paraor referred to as, simply, the owners.
))2, bottom para. The j.i/1 summary of Hill's significance to
,Jieatre design and litera e provided in the cover letter to this
ubmission should be inserted here.
first full para. Delete boosterism in third and fourth
sentences. In last sentence rework transition tq-1'essen boosterism
while conveying purpose of using quote. (who 1sp]e, wrote these
wojds?)
/

//5second full para., second to last sentence. Rewrite to note that
/thetre market, not "audience" was eroded .(-although some current
entertainment is certainly eroding audience.

8J

/5, bottom. Ambiguity about Embassy's fateneeds to be avoided.
se as a porno palace was actually good from a preservation view
ointf not so good from a moralist's point of view. Also, the
"rdociating" the theatre experienced "to heighten this image" as
a porn,4alace should probably be deleted since overall significance
(and integrity) not affected.
note other typographical, word changes, to text.

FRIENDS OF THE EMBASSY THEATRE, INC.
P.O. BOX 1133 LEWISTOWN, PA 17044
January 28, 1998
P. Gregory Ramsey
Chief, National Register and Survey Programs
Bureau for Historic Preservation
PA Historical and Museum Commission
P0 Box 1026
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1026

PR

Dear Mr. Ramsey:
Here is the revised nomination application for the Embassy Theatre in
Lewistown, Mifflin Co. Pa. I hope that everything is in order for the application process
to proceed. This draft is not printed on archival paper, as it may be revised again.
In the notes returned from Dan Deibler, he questions whether Albert Douglas
Hill was a noted theatre architect, given that the information on him in your files
suggests that little is known of him. My research indicates that he was a noted theatre
architect, but not famous like so many others. In the 2-volume reference American
Theatres of Today. (Sexton, R. W. ed. 1927, 1930), in volume 2, there is a lengthy
article on proper theatre design and a checklist of theatre construction, both authored
by Hill. My research suggests that this publication was "the bible" of theatre design,
and a rather prestigious publication. Would Hill have contributed to this publication if
he was not a noted theatre architect in his day? To me, these pieces show that he was
an expert in theatres. I have included copies of these items for your files and perusal.
The best way to contact me is at: Paul T. Fagley, 114 Second Ave, Burnham,
Pa. 17009, Phone number 717-248-0321 (h) or 814-667-1805 (w). E-mail me at
pffagley@acsworld.net.

Sincerely,
)
Paul T. Fag y
Enclosures

.

S

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Post Office Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

December 19, 1997
Friends of the Embassy Theatre
P0 Box 1133
Lewistown PA 17044
Re: Embassy Theatre, Mifflin County

Dear Mr. Fagley:
After carefully reviewing the National Register form for the above
named property, the Bureau for Historic Preservation is returning
the form to you for revisions. We have detailed the needed changes
and/or needs for additional information on the enclosed nomination
checklist. Also enclosed with this letter are the following:

x
x

maps
photos
List of consultants who prepare National Register
forms
Computer disk
National Register form and continuation sheets
Other: Victorian and Colonial Theatre NR noms., Phila.
Architect info.

All other submitted materials have been retained at the Bureau for
Historic Preservation.
We have found that returning the material with comments is the best
way to assure that standards required in the National Register
process are maintained. If you have any questions please contact
Doug Reynolds or Greg Ramsey at (717) 783-8946.

Division of Preservation Services
Enclosure
DGD/dr
NR13

Review of first submission
Embassy Theatre,
Lewistown, Miffl in County
Section 5, Number of resources previously listed: enter 11 0" instead
of N/A.
Section 7 Architectural Classification: Enter "Georgian Revival"
(see 7a below).
Materials: enter only visible exterior materials as per.
instructions. (Delete as noted, enter "Concrete" and "Metal" as
noted.
General Narrative Comments: Both nomination narratives should be
edited to eliminate boosterism and excessive length. For
boosterism, avoid terms like "unique" or "exceptional." Make sure
this theater building is described/discussed on its own terms and
not at the unnecessary expense of other buildings used for
comparison. For the Descriptive Narrative, eliminate discussions of
moveable furnishings, future actions, overly detailed description,
and speculative information. Remove some historic information
(noted below) to Section 8.
For the Historic Narrative, general theatre history (8/2, 8/3, 8/4)
prior to erection of the 1917 National Theatre should be greatly
summarized/eliminated. So too discussion of other local theaters
which greatly predate the Embassy on 8/6, 8/7, 8/8.
We are enclosing copies of the Colonial Theater (Lebanon) and
Victoria Theatre (Shamokin) National Register nominations as
examples of how to document, with brevity, the appearance and
significance of theaters.
(x) a. Introductory paragraph does not adequately summarize the
immediate setting, scale, construction materials, construction
date(s), architectural style(s) and integrity.
Staff carefully reviewed the additional photos submitted with this
nomination. The theatre should be characterized on the form and
throughout the narratives as Georgian Revival style.
This summary para. (and the ensuing narrative) needs to be
chronologically and spatially ordered to provide a clear
description of the property. First note that the front, side, and
rear walls, all brick and with limited fenestration, are from a
1916 building on the site which was gutted and used as a shell to
house the 1927 theatre. (The first half of the first full para. on
7/2 can be used for this purpose.) Then briefly describe the main
1927 facade, noting the general style, appearance (such as the
number of stories, presence of a marquee, etc.) and most visible
building materials before briefly summarizing the general
appearance (layout and integrity) of the interior. It is sufficient

to say that this Georgian Revival style building is characterized
externally and internally by a series of formal eclectic influences
of the period including Classical Revival and Renaissance Revival
styles.
b. Important exterior features are not adequately described,
such as:
()

(x) c. Important interior features are not adequately described:
7/6 Before beginning a brief description of the building interior
detailing, provide a broad, general description of the building
lay-out/ floor plan.
Secondary buildings are not adequately described. More detail
is needed on:
More detail must be provided on alterations or additions to
the building(s) and how these affect integrity. You must describe
and date changes and additions made to the building. You must then
assess how these changes or additions affect the building's ability
to reflect its significance.
(x) f. The narrative must be reorganized as follows in order to
provide sufficient clarity: See 7a above. Eliminate discussion of
moveable furnishings, history (remove to Section 8), proposed
future work that is not part of the visible appearance of the
building today, and excessive discussion of detailing. Suggested
changes are marked with handwritten comments on the narrative.
(x) g. Other substantive problems: The narrative focusses too much
on specific details so that the general building appearance is
somewhat lost. The description of the box office and marquee on 7/3
or two. The
and 7/4 should be summarized into a single para.
descriptions of the rear and side walls and roof on 7/5 and 7/6
should also be reduced to a paragraph or two for each.
h. Editorial comments: note/ make corrections to draft narrative.
Section 8 form: Period of Significance: extend to 1948
Architect/Builder: Invert architect name as shown.
Section 8, Narrative (Only items marked with an "x" apply.)
(x) a. Introductory paragraph does not adequately summarize the
importance of the resource in terms of National register criteria
and areas of significance.
Note changes as indicated on form. Also see the intro. Section 8
para. of the Colonial Theater nomination which is a very strong as
model for an introductory para. for this nomination.

(x) b. Narrative does not adequately outline the history of the
building(s) as follows:
8/1, para 2 and 3. Summarize, in chronological order, the design
and construction history of theaters on this site. How and why did
Cohen build the National Theater? Why, only 10 years later, was it
deemed insufficient? If size was a role (it seems to have been and
the addition of a balcony argues that it was), why was the shell of
the previous building deemed useable? Or can Cohen's desires in
this effort be more accurately characterized as aesthetic and
stylistic? Given the lack of specific documentation about how
influences were derived/ included to downplay this. (If Cohen did
visit other theaters in anticipation of building the Embassy (he
seems to have, and his ideas may have been incorporated but this is
speculative given the narrative has the theater opened even before
the architect is involved.)
() c. Narrative does not adequately show that the property's
significance is reflected by existing resources:

(x) d. The following National Register Criteria and\or area(s) of
significance which appear applicable to this property have not been
adequately explained:
For recreation/entertainment, identify more fully the use of this
theatre for local musicals, vaudeville, and other non-film events.
Was it used for local productions (hence the orchestra pit),
travelling vaudeville or other acts? What estimated percentage of
use was non-film and how did this change over time? How did this
work in conjunction with use as a movie theater? What larger
pattern is represented by this activity? Focus on the period 19271948.
(x) e. Narrative does not adequately place the building(s) in
context or compare it with known resources. Adequate context or
comparisons must be provided as follows:
8/5, Explain fully how The Embassy, in scheduling an array of acts,
(and eventually just movies (if true), represents the broader trend
of entertainment /recreation in the Lewistown area during the period
of significance. Delete/ summarize discussions of other resources
except as in comparison to the Embassy, the parameters of broad
trends for comparative purposes (general number patrons, number
shift to movies from vaudeville acts and number local productions,
sports events, etc.) Begin with the 1920s, the transition to
talkies, and the general, non-cinema use of the building during the
late 1920s and through the period of significance.
Similarly, when discussing other Lewistown theaters (pleas identify
by name and street address for clarity), focus on comparing
specific architectural resources in comparison, identifying those
elements that make such theaters comparable. If the Embassy really
is unique in its higher style/design, it may in fact be more
appropriate to note that this is the case and then generalize about

other local theaters as a group, noting the common characteristics
that make them a group. For example, that they simply were not
built during the era of the romantic, grand scale movie palace, are
more vernacular and smaller in appearance, and tend toward early
vernacular 20th century style influences in design. (At bottom of
8/9 the assertion that these theaters were Italianate but that they
had no style is contradi'ctory.) Again, use the Colonial Theater
nomination as an example of how to handle this discussion.
Then, 8/12, para. 2. Television should be identified as only one
cultural competitor. Brief coverage of the demise of theatres as a
trend need be presented. Alude to the automobile, increased
vacation/recreation/leisure time (so that leisure is spent in
bigger increments than movie-sized), more mobility and prosperity,
etc. In this same para. More importantly, retain how the theatre
use change in response to these competitors and continue to
survive?
() f. The following National Register Criteria and/or area(s) of
significance should not be claimed for this property:

(x) g. Narrative needs to be rewritten or reorganized as follows in
order to provide sufficient clarity: See General Comments above.
Make sure the narrative follows the model narrative provided on
pages 10-11 of the Pennsylvania Guidelines for Completing the
National Register Form: intro para., summary background history,
discussion of each area of significance, with context, in turn, and
summary history since end of period of significance.
On 8/5, middle, with identification of entertainment trends,
provide specific examples of how The Embassy reflects the trends
discussed. How did the number of vaudeville acts decline? What were
the last silent/first talkie films played and when? How and when
did color films change the theater as an entertainment facility?
Was the orchestra pit removed or other changes in the building as
a direct result of anything such as changing technologies, trends?
Most of the discussion of other theaters on 8/6, 8/7/8/8 can be
deleted/greatly summarized since all these theaters represent an
entirely different and earlier pattern of theater use and design.
Same too the 1949 Miller Theater and 1951 Temple Theater on 8/9.
8/12, 8/13. For summary history since 1948 (the end of the period
of significance), summarize this material into one or two simple
paras. Focus on providing a succinct summary of pertinent use as
related to the areas of significance to close the narrative.
(x) h. Other substantive problems:
Sources of highly specific historic information such as Cohen's
copying of Roxy Theatre detailing, the long quote which begins at
the bottom of 8/10, Cohen's pride of romance and final wishes
(8/11-12), and what events occurred when in this building, such as

weddings and the birth of a child, should be fully identified. Use
foot or end notes to cite sources and list the relevant materials
in the Section 9 Bibliography.
8/1, para. 2, describes Hill as a "noted theatre architect' but
The Biographical Dictionary of
this is not documented.
Philadelphia Architects says that Hill was a partner in the firm of
Hodgens and Hill but little is known of him. Further, the
Dictionary identifies theatres as a major subject for Hodgens. (see
photocopies, enclosed.) BHP files indicate Hill was the architect
of a Shapiro House in Mount Union, which at least indicates his
involvement in this part of the state.
8/1, para. 2, unless specifics are available on details borrowed
from other theatres, it would be best to leave this out.
The stories of the decline of theatres in the 1970s and
8/12-8/13
80s, rescue of the Embassy and plans for its future should be
Although interesting and noteworthy in a
greatly condensed.
general sense, the information is not directly relevant to
explaining the Embassy's historic and architectural significance.
-

(x) I. Editorial comments: note\make corrections to narratives as
noted. Note that "its" as a possessive should not have an
apostrophe.
Section 9, Bibliography: Include only sources that have direct and
specific information on this theater. Include sources such as
interview notes, personal communication, that were used in
developing the specific history presented. Delete broad reference
and other works that do not bear directly on The Embassy.
Section 10, Boundary Description: Revise to include nominated land
only. The "noncontributing parcel" should not be a part of the
nominated land or identified as having any status in the
description. Simply refer to it as the boundary.
Boundary Justification: Edit as shown.
Section 10 UTMs, simply list "0.1 acres."
Other materials:
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FRIENDS OF THE EMBASSY THEATRE, INC.
P.O. BOX 1133 LEWISTOWN, PA 17044
November 4, 1997
P. Gregory Ramsey
Chief, National Register and Survey Programs
Bureau for Historic Preservation
PA Historical and Museum Commission
P0 Box 1026
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1026
Dear Mr. Ramsey:
Here, finally, is the nomination application for the Embassy Theatre in
Lewistown, Mifflin Co. Pa. I hope that everything is in order for the application process
to proceed. The application is printed on archival paper, as specified in the manual.
This has been a long process to get to this point, and we are confident that our
property will be listed on the National Register. If you need further information, please
don't hesitate to contact me. The best way to contact me is at: Paul T. Fagley, 114
Second Ave, Burnham, Pa. 17009, Phone number 717-248-0321 (h) or 814-6671805 (w). Also, by the end of next week, you can also E-mail me at
ptfagley@acsworld net.
.

For your own information, if you are interested, we now have a web site. The
address is: www.villagehost.com/embassy.
We hope to hear from you soon.
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Paul T. Fagley
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Post Office Box 1026

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

August 15, 1992
Scott Ott
Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Inc.
P.O. Box 1133
Lewistown, Pennsylvania 17044
Re: Embassy Theatre, Lewistown
Mifflin County
Dear Mr. Ott:
Your completed historic resource form for the above named
property has been reviewed by the Bureau for Historic Preservation
staff. From the material submitted, • the resource appears to meet the
National Register criteria and to have a nomination priority as
established by the Historic Preservation Board.
The next step in the registration process is the completion of a
National Register nomination and submission to the Bureau for Historic
Preservation.
The nomination form and detailed instructions are
enclosed.
Please read the instructions and the attached specific
evaluation carefully.
Under our system, the research, writing and
typing in completion of the form are responsibilities of the applicant,
and it is essential that the information in the form be accurate and
that the completed form include all information and supplement material
discussed in the enclosed instructions. Because of the amount of work
involved, you may wish to consider hiring a professional consultant to
assist you. (A list of consultants is available from the Bureau for
Historic Preservation on request.)

Once a high quality, complete nomination has been submitted to the

Bureau, we will schedule the property for review by the Historic

Preservation Board, a committee of professionals from across the

Commonwealth.
They may approve the property, reject it or request
additional information. If approved the nomination form will be sent to
the National Park Service for final review prior to listing in the

National Register.

If you have any questions on the nomination procedure or the
completion of the forms, please write or call the Bureau at (717)
783-8946.
Si
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Division of Preservation Services

Specific Evaluation
Name: Embassy Theatre
Location: Lewistown, Mifflin Co.
National Register Criteria
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology,
engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and
objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association, and:
X A. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history; or
B. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or
X C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high
artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components may lack individual distinction; or
D. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in
prehistory or history.
Area(s) of Significance: Entertainment/ Recreation and Architecture
Period of Significance: 1927-1942
Comments: In the opinion of the Bureau for Historic Preservation, this property
appears to be eligible for the National Register under Criterion A for its local
significance in entertainment and under Criterion C as a fine, local example of early
20th century theatre design.
In completing section 7 of the National Register form, the preparer should briefly
describe any changes that have occurred to this building since its construction and
how these may have affected its integrity.
Section 8 of the National Register form should briefly discuss this theatre's local
importance in entertainment, including its importance relative to other local theatres
of the era (surviving or demolished). Briefly describe how this theatre compares
with surviving theatres within Mifflin County in terms of integrity, size, and design.
The preparer should also briefly discuss how the building's Colonial Revival design
represents or stands out in comparison to other commercial buildings in Lewistown.
Any buildings mentioned to illustrate this theatre's entertainment and architectural
context should be mentioned by historic name, address, and a brief description.

FRIENDS OF THE EMBASSY THEATRE, INC.
P.O. BOX 1133 LEWISTOWN, PA.I 17Q44
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July 3, 1992
Jame6 A. Cdutieid, Architect
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Box 1026
Harrisburg, PA
17108-1026

Dear Jim,
Enclosed pleas find paperwork and photographs for
National Register processing for The Embassy Theatre, in
- !-own.
:f you need any additional information, please feel
o call me at (717) 248-1193, or write to our
cretary, Connie Dulls, at P.O. Box 1133, Lewistown, Pa
17044.
Thank you for you generous contribution of time and
talent to this exciting project.
Sincerely,

-4 ctf-

Scott Ott, pr5ident
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PHMC/BUREAU FOR

To assist us in evaluating the nanination priority of your property
please check the appropriate priority or priorities below and explain in
the space provided or on reverse. Under current workload ruireITents
the Bureau will process only those applications which fleet one or more
of these priorities. Return this sheet with carpleted survey form.

() Evaluation and/or registration will significantly assist in the
property's preservation tran threats of alteration, neglect, or
demolition, including the effects of state or federally assisted
projects. Explain (name state or federal project, if applicable):

The property is of state or national significance. Explain:

() The preparation of the National Register form is assisted by the
PHMC/BHP including Local History Grants and Survey and Plain ing Grants.
Explain:

19~1

The property is proposed for mn]1-ip1 naninatirn under National
historic district or multiple property Forts. Explain:

() Federal tax credits will be sought for the property's
rehabilitation. (Has a Historic Preservifioti Tx Certification
Application been filed with the BHP?
Yes
No) Explain:
-

-

() A solid historic context for evaluation exists (Fl-g., analyzed
survey of similar or related properties). Explain:

(_) The National Register form will be submitted for nan1nat ion by a
local goverrent certified to carry out the prrpses of the National
Historic Preservation Act in accordance with the Amendment piuvisiuris of
1980 (Certified Local Government). Explain:

