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brief destription (note unusual features, integrity, environment, threats and associated buildings) 

2-1/2 stories; 3 bays on gable end, 4 bays on side facades 
gable roof covered with slate 
cupola on western end 
wooden cornice 	 (continued) 	(continue on back If necessary) 

history, significance and/or background 

In the process of a very extensive restoration for about five years, the Union 
Meeting House is the oldest surviving church-type building in Marietta. It was 
originally built for the cooperative use by all Protestant congregations in Marietta. 
The first subscription list was issued in July, 1817. The cornerstone was laid on 
August 23, 1818. On June 15, 1823, the building was consecrated Most of the older 
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Ellis ET Evans, History of Lancaster County, 1883, pp. 639-640. 	Rebecca A. Shiffer 
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Computer Coding (BHP Survey Grantees Must Complete) 	 30. date 	I revision(s) 

county ' 	 32. style _; __; -; _; - 

construction material 03_; -; 	 ; 	 ; - 34. roof  

design type U4._; -; 
historic function 	1_3_D_0_P---------------- 

construction feature .__; __; __; 38. ext. walls .Q.3_; 	39. plan 

40. facade width 	41. roof material Ji. 42. stories 	43. depth._L 

ext. design 	; 

mt. design 	; 

a 
r+rl' 

u 

(ir+ 
CD 

C)H 
2 
a 

rO . 

, 	 0 
(DC/ -i 

rt  t 

(D (D 
' 	CD 

rt 

- 
CD 
rt 
rt 



ADDITIONAL DATA/PHOTOS 	 4, survey code 
number all continuations from front 

DESCRIPTION (continued): 

fanlight in gable end 
6 over 6 sash 
central entrance on gable end 

panelled double doors 
fanlights 
segmental brick arches over door 

identical entrance on south (side) facade 
small cemetery south of church 

HISTORY (continued): 

Protestant congregations in Marietta were founded at this house of worship. 
The galleries of the interior are generally believed to have been an early---c. 18301 s 

(?) addition to the structure. 
With galleries, the interior is reported to have had a seating capacity of about 

400. Its use for the original purposes declined in the third quarter of the nineteenth 
century as most Protestant denominations in the borough of Marietta built their own 
churches. 

This is believed to have been the only meetinghouse type church ever erected in 
Marietta. It is among the later---but not the latest---of all meetinghouse type churches 
in Lancaster County. The four bay facade is probably unique for surviving meetinghouse 
type churches in Lancaster County. However, it was not the only instance in the County; 
the Lutheran Church in Elizabethtown, demolished in the 1880's, had a very similar 
four bay facade design. 

RECOMMENDATION: The far-reaching restoration work on the church is, as of 1982, nearly 
complete on the exterior, and incomplete for the interior. The design of the newly 
constructed cupola or bell-tower might be reconsidered sometime in the future. If 
correct, it must be recognized as typical of, and unrelated to, all c. 1800-1850 
cupolas known for Lancaster County. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 	(continued): 

Marietta Scrapbook, Lancaster County Historical Society. 
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