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DESCRIPTION  0, 	
0 

CONDITION 	 CHECK ONE 	 CHECK ONE 

EXCELLENT 	 _DETERIORATED 	 _UNALTERED 	 ORIGINAL SITE 

GOOD 	 _RUINS 	 .ALTERED 	 _MOVED DATE________ 

FAIR 	 _UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Stegmaier Brewery 

Established 1857 

Incorporated 1897 

Identified Architects 

A. C. Wagner, 	 Charles H. Casper 
Engineers and Architects 
	508 West End Trust Building  

51+ Walnut Street 
	  +8 N. 15th  Street 

Philadelphia, PA 
	

Philadelphia, PA 

McCormick and French 
	

Ellwood H. Frey 
Lanning Building 
	 55 Wells Building 

Wilkes-Barre, PA 
	

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 

The Stegmaier Brewing Company building complex is located on a 4.6 acre 

site at the corners of Baltimore and East Market Streets four blocks 

southeast of the city center Public Square - in the City of Wilkes-Barre 

the County of Luzerrie, Pennsylvania. 

Although the complex of buildings border on a residential neighborhood 

area, its imposing size and close proximity to the central city business 

district identifies Stegmaier's Brewery with Downtown Wilkes-Barre. 

The property lines of the Stegmaier Brewing Company are defined by 
Coal, Baltimore and East Market Streets, and other edsting property 

lines as shown on the Site Map. 

The comlex is situated on a gradient rise of 16.7 degrees and is 
conprised of six buildings. Over a century of operations and progress, 

it developed in growth phases as product popularity heightened. At 

one time, the firm was one of the largest independent breweries in 

the United States. 

The oldest existing structure was constructed in 1890;  structures were 

built through the years; e.g., new brew house and a storage house, with 

a capacity of 300,000 barrels, in 189+,  and the latest major addition 

was constructed in 19+0. 

0 
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Stegmaier Building Complex & Architects 

Building #1 Stables, 1901,  McCormick and French 

Building #2 Wash House, 1896,  Frey 
Wash House Extension (Barrel House), 1896,  McCormick 
and French 
Wagon Shed, 1899,  McCormick and French 

Building #3 Old Boiler House, 1890,  Wagner  (New-191+0) 

Building #+ Main Brewhouse and Garage, 1894,  Wagner 
Cold Storage, 1907,  McCormick and French 

Building #5 New Administration Offices, 1913,  Casper 

Building #6 Original Bottling House, 1902,  McCormick and French 
Addition to Bottling House, c. 190,  McCormick & French 

During the past decade, the brewery ceased operations in 1972,  and 
in October, 197+,  the Stegmaier Label was acquired by The Lion, 
a prominent local brewery, brewer of Gibbons Beer. 

In reference to the building complex and interior features, in the 
recent past years, various materials and equipment were sold, removed, 
and the Stegmaier building complex had been virtually abandoned. 
Utilization of two buildings will be noted further in the description 
text. 

Building 1. A rectangular two-story, steel frame, concrete floor, 
stone-base brick building with a flat roof surrounded by a parapet. 
The building, 1901, initially utilized as stables, has undergone 
significant exterior modifications. The southeast rear portion of 
the building's exterior is currently being modified to accommodate 
an apparel manufacturer's specifications. The building, approximately 
13,600 square feet, is located at the northeast extremity of the 
complex and property lines have been indicated on the site map. 
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Building 2. A combination of three separate and distinct facilities, 

attached, is comprised of late 19th  Century brick and stone buildings, 

steel frames, concrete floors, Wash House (1896),  Wash House Extension, 

Barrel House - (1896), and Wagon Shed (1899).  Wagon Shed is a rec-
tangular single story building with a flat roof and surrounding parapet. 

The Wash House, and Extension, are 4-story angular structures with a 

unique circular wall on its easterly side, a flat roof with a parapet 

on its northeasterly and northwesterly sides, and five finials - 

ornamental forms - atop the structure. The building overall is 

approximately 1+,931  square feet. 

Building 3. A group of four rectangular attached structures - Boiler 

House, Refrigerating and Generating Buildings - constructed of stone, 

brick, wood and sheet steel, circa 1890  to  1920.  The most southwesterly 

structure is a one story brick building with brick gabel and sloping 

roof. It is one of the oldest existing structures in the complex. 

Attached to its northeasterly side is a wood frame, two-story structure 
with a flat roof and wooden water tower on top; also, deteriorated. 

To the northeast of this structure is a building approximately 55 feet 
in height with a flat roof. This structure originally constructed 

circa 1890  as the Boiler House, is the facility site recently selected 

for an Energy Research and Development Administration (ERDA) demon-
stration grant for a $12 million Fluidized Bed Boiler Project. The 

only exterior modification anticipated is to replace the two smoke 
stacks with one specialized stack. The building overall is approxi-

mately 17,048  square feet. 

Building +. The major building of the complex is a 6 story brick and 

stone base building with sloping roof, steeple and dormers. The 

Main Brewhouse (189+)  and Garage, 2 story, and Cold Storage section 

(1907). A wooden and steel frame canopy extends from the first floor 

with an open mezzanine through the six floors of the Brewhouse. The 

building is attached to Building 2 and Building 5 via elevated 
enclosed wood frame walkways. Steel frame and concrete floors in the 

Brewhouse and Garage. Cold Storage has steel plate floors. The 

Brewhouse had a roof of cupolas as constructed in 1894,  but was 

demolished in 1907. Overall size of building approximately 26, 91+ 

square feet. 
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Building 5. An early 20th Century (1913),  rectangular three-story 
brick and stone of a similar character design with a flat roof, was 
constructed as the executive and administrative offices. The building 
has masonry walls, concrete floors and is located in the eastern 
corner of Baltimore and East Market Streets. Curved windows are in 
front of the structure. It is approximately 31 213 square feet. 

Building 6. A turn of the century (1902)  three-story, rectangular brick 
and stone building with a flat roof, concrete-filled cast iron columns, 
steel frame and concrete floors. The Original Bottling House is located 
on the westerly corner of Baltimore and East Market Streets. An additior 
was made circa 1905  to the extreme southwest protion. The structure, 
however, has undergone major modification in 1933,  expressed in an in-
crease in length and depth from its northern corner with special 
emphasis to maintain the original style. A wooden canopy runs the 
length of the building and extends over retractable, steel frame 
loading platforms. The building is approximately 23,800 square feet. 

0 



MM SIGNIFICANCE • 
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTOHIC ARCH EULOGY-PRE HISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

1400.1499 -ARCH EOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 XRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIALJHUMANITARIAN 

1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_1800-1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 	_PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_JNVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 	 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
Frey/McC6ni ch & French/ 
Wagner/Caper 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Industrial Significance 

The Stegmaier Brewery Complex has had a significant impact on industry in 

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. The rapid growth of the brewery from its 

inception circa 1880 is readily seen in the rapid expansion of the buildings 

After the brewery and storage house were built in 189+,  the remaining 

sturcture additions were made between a five year period from 190 
 to 1910. 

In all, there appears to have been six definite additions. The brewery 
grew from a five-man operation in 187 to a high in 1971  of 300 employe

es 

representing an annual payroll in excess of $1,300,000. Stegmaier 
Brewery was the largest brewery among the ones in Wyoming Valley and at 

one time, the firm was one of the largest independent breweries in the 
United States. Between 1910  and  1913,  American breweries sent their be

ers 

to be judged at the famous expositions of Europe. Stegmaier beer swept 
the field by winning eight Gold Medal Awards in every major exposition 

including Brussels, Paris and Rome. 

Architectural Significance 

The architectural character of the Stegmaier Brewery Complex was estab-

lished by the oldest known structure, the Brew House Building. The Brew 
House was constructed in 1891+  and designed by architect, A. C. Wagner. 
The style created by this building was Romanesque. This style is recreated 
throughout the complex along with late 19th  Century Industrialized Arch-

itecture. Deviations to that character began in the mid 20th Century 

with the boiler plant and late additions to the bottling works, although 

the general character of the buildings has remained intact. The stone 

base of the brew house is from a local stone, Laurel Run Red, and is 

carried out as well through the entire complex. 
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Starting at the Northeast corner of Coal and Raltimore Streets 
moving east. along North side of Baltimore Street for )43-V5 feet 
then south for 1.2.5 feet then east for 506.25 feet to Northwest 
corner of Baltimore and Market Strceto then north along west cide 
of Baltimore Street for 12.5 feet then crossing Market.. tret and 
along north side of Baltimore Street for 36.5 feet then north for 
100 feet to Lincoln Street, then wesi along southidc of Lincoln 
street for  362.5 feet to west side of Market Street, then north IotLg 

westsi.e of Ma'ket Street for 150  feet then 'pest for 18.75  feet t-
cnte' of Brewery Street, then North 18.75 feet then west for 306.25 
feet then north for 112.5 feet to southside of Welles Street, then 
west clang south side of Welles Street for 218.75 feet to WCStSidr) of 
Coal. Street for I+37.5 feet to starting point. 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
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PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION 

Office of Historic Preservation 
Comprehensive Historic Sites Survey Form 

I. 	Identification: 5c- 
Property Name 	15ol Ec75t J"12rI(e4 .St 	

- 

Location 

Towns.hip County  

Owners Name 
Address 
Telephone Number  

II. 	A. 	Type of Structure 

Age 

Architect/Builder  

III. 	ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Exterior: 

Size (bays  stories) Shape 	
I 	

Building Materials 

General Description: 

Interior: 

Associated Buildings: 	( 

I1 
0 
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C) 
C 
ttj 
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I ~ " L~, 

IN 

ThE 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: /6 	mrke-I- 

Sources: 

PHOTOGRAPHS: 

.41 3'3  ij . 

USE: 	Present 	Original 

Threats 

Condition: 	 Good 	Fair 	Deteriorated  

Explain 

Major alterations 

I. INFORMATION SHEET PREPARED BY; 
WYOMING HI STORICAL & GtOLOGICA1 SO(IUY 

Name 49 S. FRANKLIN ST. Date  

Street WILKES-BARRE, PA. 18701 

City 	County State  

Telephone Number  

Update 



('.PEN T( PUBLIC 

LSTATE  

— 	COUNTY  

TOWN  

TRFFT NO. Wilkes-Barre 
E. Market Street. 

ORIGINAL sery 
C'fl N L 

gnair 13wery 
DATE OR PERIOD Late 19th century STYLE 	

Classical •eviva1 
Phil "pp Unknown 



United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

1132(2280) 	
OCT 2 0 2005 

Honorable Paul B. Kanjorski 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20510 

Dear Mr. Kanjorski: 

Thank you for your letter of September 29, 2005, concerning the Stegmaier Brewery in 
Wilkes-Barre, Luzeme County, Pennsylvania, which. is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places. We are pleased to provide you with the following information. 

You have asked whether a building known as the Stegmaier Bottling Works at 
151-155 East Market Street is included within the boundary of the National Register listing for 
the Stegmaier Brewery. Your staff has informed us that the building is located at the intersection 
of East Market Street and Wilkes-Bane Boulevard (originally Baltimore Street). I can confirm 
that this building is included as a contributing building within the National Register-listed 
Stegmaier Brewery. In the National Register nomination form the building is refer-red to as the 
Original Bottling House and is identified in the form, and shown on the site map as Building #6. 
We have enclosed a copy of the National Register nomination form for your information. 

Please let us know if we can provide any additional assistance. We appreciate your interest in the 
historic preservation programs of the National Park Service. 

Sincerely, 

Janet Snyder Matthews, Ph.D. 
Associate Director, Cultural Resources 
and Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 

Enclosure 

cc: 	Pemisylvania!SHPO 
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4%= 	 Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 

Bureau for Historic Preservation 
Post Office Box 1026 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026 

February 27, 1997 

Robert Janosov 
425 Newport Street 
Nanticoke, PA 18634 

Re: Steg aier Brewery, Wilkes Barre, Luzerne County, ER#95-2558-079 

Dear 

Thank yo for your inquiry regarding your proposed publication of 
research on the Stegmaier Brewery, Luzerne County, PA. It is the 
Bureau's understanding that this research was conducted to satisfy 
requirements of a Memorandum of Agreement. We have no requirements 
or reservations with respect to your proposed publication of this 
research but recommend that you also contact the General Services 
Administration. 

Dan G. Deible 
Chief, Division of Preservation Services 

DGD/gr 



Leonora M. Hannagan 
Director 

Telephone: 717 826-8216 

U 
CITY OF WILKES-BARRE 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Bureau of Community Development 
40 East Market Street 

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18711 

Lee A.Namy, 

JAN 27 T 	dJ 
HISTORIC FR E*' N 

Fax: 717 826-8207 

January 25, 1993 

Mr. Greg Ramsey 
Bureau of Historic Preservation 
Box 026 
Harrisburg, PA 17108 

RE: Steginaier Brew ry 
City of Wilkes-Barre, PA 

Dear Mr. Ramsey: 

I have been asked to investigate how a building and/or 
buildings currently located on the Nationa Register of 
Historic Places can be removed from the Register. 

The City of Wilkes-Barre owns a series of buildings, 
known as The Stegmaier Brewery, which was placed Dn the 
National Register on May 10, 1979. Through the years the 
City has made numerous unsuccessful attempts to secure 
1eve10pers for this property. Because the buildings have 
remained vacant for approxmatey fifteen (15) years, the 
City believes that several buildings are structurally 
unsound and should be demolished. 

I have reviewed the regulations cited at subpart 60.'-5, 
Removing propertias from the National Register, 36 CFR Part 
60: National Register of  Historic Places, whh provides 
specific guidelines regarding the removal of properties from 
the Register, however, I am unclear as to the criteria for 
removing a building and/or buildings from the Register. 

At your earliest convenience, please provide this office 
with information concerning he following: 

Criteria for removing a building and/or buildings 
from the National Register; and 

Criteria for removing a property from the National 
Register. 
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Mr. Greg Ramsey 
January 25, 1993 

Page 2 

Your immediate attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Leofiora M. Hannagan 
Director 

cc: Richard Muessig 
Gabriel Khalife 
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FTRTESIN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE PENNSYLVANIA 

Date Entered 

Name 

Stegmaier Brewery 

Unionville Historic District 

Location 

Wilkes-Barre 
Luzerne County 

Unionville 
Centre County 

t 

RECEIVED 
11 1 3 79 / PH 

I HLtOrjc 

Also Notified 

Honorable Richard S. Schweiker 

Honorable H. John Heinz, III 

Honorable Daniel J. Flood 

Honorable William F. Clinger, Jr. 

COPY  O F   C p jt,
j

, 

kit TF1CATD 
For further inìformation, please call 	:he National Register at (202)343461. 



June 26, 1979 

Mayor Walter Lisman 
City Hall, Room 1 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18711 

Dear Mayor Lisman: 

I am pleased to Inform you that as of May 30, 1979, the Ste gmaier Brewery 

Complex, located in Wilkes-Barre, Luzerne County, has been placed on the Na-

tional Register of Historic Places. Entry upon the National Register gives 

recognition to the historical arid/or architectural merits of the structure. 

Enclosed is a leaflet explaining the National Register program. An appropriate 

certificate attesting to this registration is enclosed, also. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ed Weintraub 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

By: Susan M. Zacher 
Registration Coordinator 

cc: Thomas Sinavage 
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f 	'- 	 C!TY OF WILKES-EARRE 	 (fl 
i'~ Lc4ustnaI L)evelopment 	 uthority 

Serving Commercial and Industrial Developers 

Northeastern Bank Bldg. 	Public Square Wilkes Barre, Penna. 18701 	(717) 825 6878 

JOSEPH A. WILLIAMS. Executive Director 

April 27, 1979 
0. 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation arid 
Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Pension Building, 440 G Street N.W 
11ashinciton, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Murtagh:  

D 
j 

1979 

PH ' :AC 

Re: H32-NR-St-Stegmaier 
,Pa. 

—.--.---- ,-.-'.4 

The City of Wilkes-Barre Industrial Development Authority welcomes the opportunity 
to comment on the nomination of the Stegrnaier Brewery for listina in the National Register 
Df historic Places. It supports the nomination enthusiastically. 

The Brewery was once an important employer in our community and the Stegrnaier family 
self-effacing leader in the cultural and charitable life here. The complex of build-

ings, imposing in size, design and construction, occupies an important location in our 
downtown area, and its rehabilitation and re-occupancy by interests compatible with its 
character and surroundings would go far to assist the city in its efforts toward ecomomic 
recovery. 

The flood of 1972 caused much damage to many buildings of historic or architectural 
significance in our community. The prohibitive cost of restoring them was beyond the 
reans of many owners and, as a result, they were demolished. It has been a sorry ex-
perience for those of us concerned with such matters and so we do our utmost to retain 
the ones' which remain. 

Your agency can assist us immeasurably by sympathetic consideration of this nom-
ination. We pray you choose to do.so. 

Very truly y, u s, 

Joseph A. Williams 

Executive Director 

JAW/cb 
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OA-501-A 10-66 

Stegmaier Brewery 

.• 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

March 9, 1979 

TO: 

William K. Watson 
Grants Managex 

FROM 	 ( h) 
Ed Weintrdf' Director 
Office of kstoric Preservation 

S 
Attached is a letter to me dated February 28, 1979 

from the City of Wilkes-Barre to which I would like you 
to prepare a reply. Pm still interested in awarding 
the grant for a planning study for the rehabilitation of 
this structure, but it must be placed first on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Isn2 t this the one 
we had a problem with at the last review committee meeting? 
It seems to me that additional information has to be pro-
vided to review committee members so it can be registered 
so that we can proceed with the grant. Please handle. 

Attachment 	 S 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA OA-501 	12-67 

SUBJECT: Additi on,al Suppo-ti r:forniaLirn for tho Stegmafer Brewery CokilpIex nomination 

TO: 	ationa1. Register Review Committee Members 

FROM: Susan M.Zacher 

As you will remember at our last meeting, Feb. 2, 1979, a vote on the 

Stegmaier Brewery Complex nomination was postponed until further historical 

background could be supplied for you consideration. Enclosed is this 

background, as supplied by the Office of Community Development of the City 

of Wilkes-Barre. After reviewing this information please record your 

vote on this property on the enclosed vote sheet. Thank you. 



0 Office fo ommunity Development off" of Wilkes-Barre 
City Hall 

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18701 

Thomas J. Sinavage 	 Area Code 717- 823-0147 
Director 

March 5, 1979 

Ms. Susan Zacher 
Office of Historic Preservation 
William Penn Museum 
P.O. Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

Walter W. Lisman 
Mayor 

Subject: Stegmaier Brewery Complex 
Luzerne County 

Dear Ms. Zacher: 

Enclosed is a justification for Stegmaier Brewery's 
industrial and architectural significance that I would like at-
tached to our original application for the Inventory of Historic 
Places. As you can see, the historical significance has been ex-
pounded and should eliminate the committee's doubts about the ap-
plication. 

I would also like to request that in the architectural 
description for Building 5, the word "Georgian revival design" be 
substituted for "a similar character design" in the first sentence. 

At this time, I would like to thank you for the interest 
and support you and your office has shown the Stegmaier Brewery 
Complex. If there is additional information needed, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas J. Sinavage 
Director 

TJS/g 
Enclosure LRIECE1VED 

r 	 V 4 

ir. 
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According to the Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Commerce in 1889, 
"the brewing business has always ranked among the leading 
interests of Wilkes-Barre, both in the mount of capital in-
vested and the number of men employed". The Stegmaier Brewing 
Company was the largest of the breweries in Wilkes-Barre for 
many years, and remained so at the time of its absorbtion by 
The Lion, Brewers in 1974. 

Charles Stegmaier, a German immigrant, first came to Wilkes-
Barre to brew beer for John Reichard in 1851. Reichard himself 
established the first brewery in town in 1834. Stegmaier 
established the partnership of Stegmaier and Baer with George Co 
Baer in 1857. The firm continued until forced into bankruptcy 
by the Panic of 1873. By 1875 Stegmaier was back in business 
with his sons. The firm was incorporated as the Stegmaier Brew-
ing Company in 1897. 

The Stegmaier brewery soon surpassed the Reichard firm in 
productive capacity. It claimed to produce 40,000 barrels 
annually and employ 47 men in 1889. It greatly increased its 
capacity by building a newer brewery in 1894, and production 
in 1896 is listed as 900000 barrels. At the turn of the century 
the company also operated cold storage plants throughout the 
area from Bloomsburg to Towanda, extending its economic influence 
regionally. When Prohibition halted production in 1920, the 
complex was producing 100,000 barrels annually. By this time 
Stegmaier had been the biggest brewery in Wyoming Valley for at 
least 25 years. It was one of five Wilkes-Barre breweries to 
survive until Prohibition, and one of the ten largest breweries 
in Pennsylvania. Of the breweries of the same or greater capacity 
to Stegmaier at the time Prohibition went into effect, seven were 
in Philadelphia and two in Pittsburgh. 

Only three of Wilkes-Barre's breweries reopened after 
Prohibition. In 1937 Stegmaier was spending $250,000.00 to 
double its bottling capacity. Three years later it was producing 
500,000 barrels annually, making it one of the largest indepen-
dent breweries in the United States. At the time the Stegmaier 
plant closed in.1974, it was producing 800,000 barrels of beer 
annually, and was the third largest brewery in Pennsylvania, 
behind C. Schmidt & Sons of Philadelphia and the Pittsburgh 
Brewing Company. 

Stegmaier's growth parallels that of Wilkes-Barre itself. 
That growth, in turn, was largely the result of the great influx 

'Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, the Progressive City: Its Past, 
Present, and Future (n.p.: Enterprise Review Publishing Co., 
.889), p.  43. 
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of immigrants to the anthracite fields in the last: half of the 
nineteenth century. Wilkes-Barre's population doubled every 
ten years between 1860 and 1880, and doubled again in the next 
20 years. The earliest brewing tradition in the United States 
had been the British tradition. Newer immigrants, however, 
preferred beers of their own tradition, and their tendency to 
settle in ethnic pockets created instant viable markets for the 
brews they favored. Pennsylvania and Wisconsin still contain 
such pockets, one author has noted, and regional tastes are 
still satisfied by small independent breweries. It is signifi-
cant to note that in 1973, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin ranked 
first and second in the United States in number of operating 
breweries. 

The link between the growth of local breweries and influx 
of immigrants is further illustrated by considering Pennsylvania's 
brewing centers in 1920. At that time 209 breweries operated in 
the state. Of these, 32 were in Philadelphia and thirteen in 
Pittsburgh. Reading, Scranton, and Wilkes-Barre followed the 
two metropolises with five breweries each. Johnstown, Erie, and 
Lancaster had four each. Virtually all of the towns with the 
greatest number of breweries were also centers of ethnic concen-
tration and heavy industrial development. 

The ethnic character which encouraged local, independent 
breweries is still strong in Wilkes-Barre. The brewery is an 
artifact from a time when, industries of great size and major 
importance were still local rather than nationally based. 
Stegmaier Brewery was by far the largest of Pennsylvania's local 
breweries. Because such industries and buildings helped give 
communities distinctive characteristics, they deserve preservation. 

Architecturally the Stegmaier buildings are unique in Wilkes-
Barre. No other industrial complex  has the distinctive Romanesque 
style of the brewery. The use of local Laurel Run Red building 
stone also gives the brew house a distinctive quality. Two other 
complexes, the Vulcan Iron Works, and Hazard Wire Rope complex, 
rival the Stegmaier plant in size. These, however, are farther 
south in town. The only other brewery complexes in town are 
radically altered by demolition and new construction. Stegmaier 
is the one which retains its original 19th century style most 
completely. The Stegmaier plant and the nearby Central Railroad 
of New Jersey station (NR), are virtually the only buildings 
remaining in an urban renewal area along a former railroad right of 
way. They are, thus, the sole reminders of what was once an 
important industrial, transportation, and warehousing district. 



so* 
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November 22, 1978 

Ste gmaier Brewing Company 
152 East Market Street 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 

Dear Sirs: 

This is to notify you that Ste gmaier Brewery Complex appears to be eligible 
and is being considered for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 
The Register was established by Congress in 1966 to recognize and protect our 
Nation's historical and architectural heritage. We would appreciate receiving your 
comments concerning the significance of this property. 

Entry upon the National Register does not restrict what a private owner may 
do with the property. However, it does provide safeguards from federally funded or 
authorized projects which may harm the property, directly or indirectly. By means 
of the National Register, government agencies are made aware of the historic sites 
and structures which constitute our Nation's heritage. Entry upon the National 
Register may also result in certain Federal tax consequences as stated in Section 
2124 of the Tax Reform  Act of 1976. 

A pamphlet on the National Register program is enclosed for your 
information. Should you have any questions, please contact our office. (717-787-
4363) 

Sincerely yours, 

Ed Weintraub 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

Enclosure 

By: William K. Watson 
Office of Historic Preservation 
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Office for mmunity Development ofthe

-I
fWilkes-Barre 

City Hall 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18701 

Thomas J. Sinavage 	 Area Code 717- 823-0147 
Coordinator 	

Walter W. Lisman 
Mayor 

November 22, 1978 

Mr. Edward Weintraub 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Office of Historic Preservation 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
P.O. Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

- 

Commission  

Dear Mr. Weintraub: 

Pursuant Pursuant to the guidelines, as set forth in the Penn-
sylvania Inventory of Historic Places Information Sheet, I have 
enclosed two copies of a boundary site map and the verbal de-
scriptions as recorded in the Deeds of Record respecting the 
Stegmaier Brewery Complex, Luzerne County. The Stegmaier Complex 
is identified on the boundary site map as parcels 1, 2, and 3 
and that parcel which is noted as "land now or late of Adonizio, 
Inc.". 

It is my understanding that the enclosed materials 
are essential to the process of nominating the Stegmaier Complex 
to the National Register of Historic Places. 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 

.--r 

inc 

/homas J S n age 
Director 

TJS/bg 

Enclosures 
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ctoL(?r 17, 	;'3 

President 
Industrial Development Authority 

. Northeastern Bank Building 
Public Square 
Vilkes-13arre, Pennsylvania 18701 

RE: Ste gmater Brewery Complex 
Luzerne County 

Dear Sir: 

I am extremely pleased to advise you that Ste gmaier Brewery Complex has 
hen evaluated by our staff and determined to be worthy of inclusion In the 
Pennsylvania Inventory of Historic Places, which we maintain for this Commission. 
The Inventory is a listing of important properties and areas used to assist public 
officials and- private citizens in planning numerous projects and activities. 

As you may know, critical natural resources like air, forests and water receive 
very special consideration during the planning and execution of various public and 
private development projects. Similarly, the preservation of valuable historic 
resources should be considered fully as our communities continue to grow and 
prosper. The Inventory contains thousands of historic sites, structures and districts 
we believe worthy of consideration in planning undertakings that might affect the 
preservation of an important part of Pennsylvania's rich heritage. 

If you would like more information about any aspect of our restoration or 
historic preservation program, please call us at 717-787-4373. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ed Weintraub 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

By: Susau H. Hicer 
uff ice of Historic Presarvotion 

cc: The Honorable Valter . Linai 
'4ayor of Wilkes-Barre 

City Hall, Room 1 
Yilkes-Barre, PA 18711 
Thomas J. Sinavaqe 
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October 17, 1978 

Mr. Victor Mosca 
c/o Mosca Realty Company 
74 West 6th Street 
Wyoming, Pennsylvania 18644 

RE: Stegmaier Brewery Complex 
Luzerne County 

Dear Mr. Mosca: 

I am extremely pleased to advise you that Ste gmaier Brewery Complex has been 
evaluated by our staff and determined to be worthy of inclusion in the Pennsylvania 
Inventory of Historic Places, which we maintain for this Commission. The Inventory 
is a listing of important properties and areas used to assist public officials  and 
private citizens in planning numerous projects and activities. 

As you may know, critical natural resources like air, forests and water receive 
very special consideration during the planning and execution of various public and 
private development projects. Similarly, the preservation of valuable historic 
resources should be considered fully as our communities continue to grow and 
prosper. The Inventory contains thousands of historic sites, structures and districts 
we believe worthy of consideration in planning undertakings that might affect the 
preservation of an important part of Pennsylvania's rich heritage. 

If you would like more information about any aspect of our restoration or 
historic preservation program, please call us at 717-787-4373. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ed Weintraub 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

By: Susan M. Zacher 
Office of Historic Preservation 
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October 17, 1978 

Ste gmaier Brewing Company 
152 East Market Street 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18702 

RE: Ste gmaier Brewery Complex 
Luzerne County 

Dear Sir: 

I am extremely pleased to advise you that Ste gmaier Brewery Complex has been 
evaluated by our staff and determined to be worthy of inclusion in the Pennsylvania 
Inventory of Historic Places, which we maintain for this Commission. The Inventory 
is a listing of important properties and areas used to assist public officials and 
private citizens in planning numerous projects and activities. 

As you may know, critical natural resources like air, forests and water receive 
very special consideration during the planning and execution of various public and 
private development projects. Similarly, the preservation of valuable historic 
resources should be considered fully as our communities continue to grow and 
prosper. The Inventory contains thousands of historic sites, structures and districts 
we believe worthy of consideration in planning undertakings that might affect the 
preservation of an important part of Pennsylvania's rich heritage. 

If you would like more information about any aspect of our restoration or 
historic preservation program, please call us at 717-787-4373. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ed Weintraub 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

By: Susan M. Zacher 
Office of Historic Preservation 
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