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ADA and Transition Plans
in Pennsylvania

December 12, 2017

ADA Transition Plans

Presenter:

Pat Wright, LTAP 

Traffic Engineer

1-800-FOR-LTAP

pwright@pennoni.com

ADA Transition Plans

Logistics

• Schedule
– 9 am to 10 am

• Questions—please ask throughout the webinar
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Outline

1. Discuss ADA Background and Triggers for Compliance

2. Review Self Evaluation and Transition Plan Requirements

3. Investigate Self Evaluation and Transition Plan Elements

PART 1: ADA BACKGROUND 
AND TRIGGERS

ADA Purpose and History

The ADA is about providing 

access to everyone.

It started with Architectural 
Barriers Act of 1968, and 

culminated with the 
American with Disabilities 

Act in 1990. 
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Barriers to Access

There are many barriers 

to access built in the 

public transportation 
system.

Access is a civil right, 

and a barrier to access 

is discrimination.

ADA Triggers

Three conditions for ADA triggers 

in the public right-of-way:

‒ New construction 

‒ Alterations to existing facilities

‒ Existing facilities that have not 
been altered shall not deny access 
to persons with disabilities 

Pavement Treatments/Triggers
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Road to be 
resurfaced

Path

Resurfacing Project Examples

Road to be 
resurfaced

Resurfacing Project Examples

Resurfacing Project Examples

Road to be 
resurfaced
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Resurfacing Project Examples

Road to be 
resurfaced

Road to be 
resurfaced

Resurfacing and ADA

If you have 
resurfaced roads, 
you need to make 
sure your ramps are 
compliant.

PART 2: SELF EVALUATIONS 
AND TRANSITION PLANS
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Self Evaluations and Transition Plans

WHO?
ADA Self Evaluations and Transition Plans

• 28 CFR 35.015 requires all entities to conduct a self-evaluation

• Transition plans required for public entities with more than 50 
employees

Self Evaluations and Transition Plans

WHEN?
• Deadline was July 26, 1992!

Self Evaluations and Transition Plans

WHAT?
• The plan, at a minimum, 

shall:

– Identify physical barriers to 
access

– Describe methods to remove the 
barriers

– Specify the schedule

– Indicate the official responsible 
for implementation of the plan
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Self Evaluations and Transition Plans

HOW?
• The plan must be completed 

in an open process with 

public comment.

• Many resources available.

Self Evaluation and Transition Plans

If you don’t have a 
self evaluation or 

transition plan you 
need to do it now!

PART 3: SELF EVALUATION 
AND TRANSITION PLAN 
ELEMENTS



12/12/2017

8

Transition Plan Content

Content (at a minimum):

– Identify physical obstacles

– Describe the methods to make 
facilities accessible

– Specify the schedule for 
achieving completion (identify 
steps to be taken each year but 
as expeditiously as possible)

– Name of official responsible for 
implementation

– Record of public 
outreach/community 
participation

Transition Plan Content

• Content (cont.)

– Estimated Cost of each 
modification

– Status column to record 
completion date 

– Designate an ADA 
Coordinator

– Develop and post ADA policy 
statement/notice

– Develop and post complaint 
(grievance) procedures

Transition Plan

Important things to remember

– Prioritize modifications

– Coordinate/integrate schedule of 
modifications with planned 
alterations (paving, building, 
utility work)

– Transition Plan is a living 
document – evolving planning & 
monitoring tool

– As elements change, so does the 
need to incorporate facilities into 
Self-Evaluation/Transition Plan 
process
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Self Evaluations

What if you have less than 50 

employees?

• Still required to ensure 

programs, services, and 

facilities are accessible

• Complete a self-evaluation

Self Evaluations

● An inventory of facilities to 

identify physical obstacles 

that limit an individual’s 
access

● A description about making 
the facilities accessible 

● A schedule to implement the 

improvements over time

● A tracking system for actual 

completion 

Self-Evaluations

Curbs/Slopes are 
common barriers to 
access
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Self-Evaluation

Traffic signals and 
devices are another 
barrier

Self-Evaluation

Construction work 
zones must provide 
access

Self-Evaluation

Critical Areas to Evaluate

– Public right-of-way 
accessing government 
offices, medical facilities, 
downtown core areas, 
school zones, residential 
areas, etc.

– Rest areas, parks, bus 
stops, shared use trails, 
parking
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Self-Evaluation

• End Result
– Inventory (and details) of facilities 

where structural modifications are 
needed to make facilities accessible 
to persons with disabilities 

– Foundation for Transition Plan

– Maintain in file/available for public 
inspection

Self Evaluation/Transition Plan Components

• Inventory

• Assessment

• Program for Improvements

Inventory

Inventory

– Sidewalks, Curb Ramps, 
Crosswalks, Traffic Signals 
and Other Pedestrian 
Elements

– PennDOT Form CS-4401
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Inventory

Methods

• Field 
inspections/ 
surveys 
(form/checklist)

• GIS (recording 

locations/ 
measurements)

Assessment

Assessment

• Determine which 

facilities are 

compliant or not

• Follow standards:

– PennDOT RC-67m

– PROWAAG

Assessment

Slopes must be precisely 

met. 
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Program

Program for Improvements

– Reasonable priorities

– Coordinate with other projects

Technically Infeasible Form

Not all facilities 

can meet exact 

requirements

Ordinances

Enforce existing 

ordinances

Sidewalk maintenance 

and protruding objects
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Transition Plan Resources

● Local Roads Research 

Board, ADA Transition Plan 

for Public Rights of Way 
Guide:

http://www.lrrb.org/resources/a
pplications

● ADA Toolkit: 

https://www.ada.gov/pcat

oolkit/abouttoolkit.htm

● LTAP Tech Sheet #153

Links and Resources

All about Access


